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Greetings!  I would like to start October’s newsletter with a heartfelt and gratitude-filled, Husker Thank 
You!  The road to October has been filled with uncertainties and trying times.  We have worked super 
hard to communicate and organize learning plans and the school day.  We have missed things, I am 
sorry.  We have made mistakes; again, I apologize.  I thank you for being kind, understanding, and 
supportive of our school.  Together we will get through this.  My oh my, what stories we will tell our 
grandkids.  

Moms and dads, grandmas and grandpas, gaurdians and all Husker families…your children have been 
amazing!  They have brought joy and happiness back to our school.  They fill our days with friendship, 
safe choices, and lots of learning.  I am super proud of our kiddos and our families. I love my job, my 
children, and our staff.  Not every day is easy, but that’s why they call it a job and not a principal 
vacation!  LOL!   

Going Well:  

Our kids and our staff have worked hand in hand to navigate digital learning, digital safety, and digital 
citizenship!  Thank you for supporting us!

Our kids are working hard, behaving well, and sharing lots of laughter, love, and friendship.  

Our staff came back ready to teach, learn, and love the work they do!  I am proud we all came back for 
kids!

Parents, a huge Husker thank you for your patience, understanding, and support.

Masks.  A few love them!  Most not so much, but all are being super about wearing their mask, asking for 
mask breaks, and being respectful of others.  Pretty dog gone cool!  I assure you, it is not like this all over.  
I wear my mask for the many that have health issues and underlying concerns.  I do so happily and 
simply want to keep our school open, and have kids with us.   Please remind your kiddos to wear a mask 
on the bus, and help keep our bus drivers healthy and happy.  From my childhood, I remember an 
unhappy bus driver is a scary bus driver!  LOL!

Still working on:  Social distancing.  Holy cow!  Not an easy task but we are trying!  

We have an amazing and top notch school!  Thank you for supporting our teachers and support staff and 
thank you for sharing your children and family with us.  I love Holdingford Public Schools!  From our 



littlest Huskers in our Early Childhood/School Readiness programs to our outstanding high school 
students, our hallways are a vibrant buzz of humble Husker pride and integrity.  

Please know that homework sent and high expectations from classroom teachers are put in place to help 
your child grow socially, emotionally, and academically.  I have never worked with a staff that pours so 
much time and passion into their teaching and classrooms. Together we make a difference.  Have a 
wonderful October.  Fill it with good books and fun family memories!  Help us build a better Holdingford 
Elementary for our children and a better future for our communities.  Go Huskers!      

Sincerely,
Jim Stang
Holdingford Elementary Principal

5 GREAT Ways Help Our Husker Children Grow Their Character:  

1.  Cyber/Phone Safety:  Please check the content of your child’s devices.  Check cell phones in 
nightly.  Limit phone usage.  Know who your child(ren) is/are communicating with.  

2. Talk to your children about their bus behavior and language.  Please teach and reteach that we 
have 3-year-old children on our buses.  We need to be on our best behavior for their development 
and EVERONE’S safety.  

3. Make time to talk about your child’s day.  Talk about their friends and the choices their 
classmates are making.  Ask how they are helping our new students.  Everyone needs to have 
friends and feel like they belong.  

4. Support your child’s education by making nightly reading and homework a priority.  Remember 
to shut off the TV, put away phones, and share a good book or math assignment.  

5. Enjoy the moments…slow down life.  Our children grow up way too quickly.  My son Marvin is a 
junior in college.  I tried hard to be the best dad I could be; I did some things well.  I missed many 
opportunities to be a better role-model, listener, and helper.  No matter how much money I make, 
I will never buy back nights I missed to read or play with my children.  Talk about your family’s 
character, expectations, and values…please take time to teach your children to be respectful of 
other cultures, races, religions, and lifestyles. 

  Bus Reminder:

If you are sending phones, lap tops, i-pads, and other electronic devices, please make sure all games and apps are 
school/bus friendly.  Remove apps and games that are less than acceptable on the bus and in school.  Start teaching Cyber 
Safety at a young age.  Thank you.  Remember, riding the bus and using a device on the bus are Husker privileges.  



 Back to help keep us safe…SRO Deputy Eric Schultz:
Once again, I am happy and proud to introduce to you our School Resource Officer, Stearns County Deputy, 
Eric Schultz.  He has been an outstanding resource for our students and staff and has worked tirelessly to 
improve school safety.  If you are ever in the building and get an opportunity to meet Deputy Schultz, please do 
so.  Please talk to your children and help them trust that Deputy Schultz can only keep us as safe.  We are only 
as safe as the information children, families, and staff decide to share.  

 Help Your Children Say NO to Vaping:
Minnesota Department of Education asked principals around the state to share the dangers of vaping with 
parents and staff.  Sadly, some reports show one in five teenagers have tried vaping.  That statistic is alarming.  
Please take some time this week to explore Minnesota Department of Health’s family and parent resources for 
e-cigarettes and vaping.  This link will bring you to a very informative page that will provide you tools to help 
teach your family the dangers of e-cigarettes and vaping.  The first step in helping our children say “No” to 
drugs, alcohol, e-cigarettes, and vaping, starts with families helping their children understand family values, 
expectations, and health risks.  

https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/tobacco/ecigarettes/parents.html

Our school, our staff, and our children need your help:
Our school is in need of support staff and teaching staff substitutes!  Spread the word!  Invite friends and family 
to learn about our school and our amazing children!  Please contact Linda Zapzalka at 320-746-4307 to learn 
more about the many wonderful opportunities here at Holdingford Elementary School!  Or visit our website at 
http://www.isd738.org/.

Please Review Fall Bus Safety:

Bus director Rodney Ebnet, bus drivers, and our teachers have been working hard to teach and reinforce bus 
safety and good choices on the bus.  Please support us by talking to your child about the following:

1. Always stay seated and face the front while the bus is moving.  

2. Always keep our school bus aisles clear.

3. Please use a quiet voice at all times.  

4. If you send electronic devices with your child, please cover safe and responsible usage.



It is one of my greatest fears that as a volunteer fire fighter for Avon and Holdingford, I will be paged to the 
scene of a bus accident.  Let’s do everything we can to ensure our drivers’ number one responsibility is roadway 
safety and our students are supporting our bus drivers by following bus rules and expectations.  Remember, no 
eating on the bus, and please and do not hesitate to call me if your child needs help navigating bus friendships.  

Scholastic Book Fair is Coming Soon!

New for 2020: A Husker On-Line Book Fair!  

The Holdingford Elementary Scholastic Book Fair this year will be a little bit different.  Our book fair 
will be virtual, open for business Wednesday, October 7 through October 20.  Our PTA will be 
sending home a link for families to visit.  All book orders will be shipped directly to your home.  Any 
orders containing only books will have free shipping.  Please note, Holdingford Elementary will 
receive 55% of all profits, and 100% of book fair profits will be spent on new books for our 
library and classrooms.  Thank you for your generosity and support!

Please Help Foster Your Child’s Love of Books and Literacy!  

1. Provide Reading Material…Over 20,000 books were checked out from our library this month:  
Children cannot read if they don't have anything to read! We know that children in homes full of reading 
material are more likely to read themselves. Even if children are not reading yet on their own, reading material 
should be available. Both books and magazines for children should be in the house. 
The books should represent a wide variety of topics and genres. These should include picture books, fiction, and 
nonfiction on a variety of topics. 

2. Read Out Loud Together
Reading to children is a great way to encourage reading. Many parents think that once their children begin to 
read, they no longer need to read to them. However, reading together can be a very special time. It not only 
fosters a love of reading, it also provides an opportunity to strengthen emotional bonds. 

3. Ask Your Child To Check Out Books From the Media Center That You Can Read Together     
Children cannot read if they do not have anything to read! Sometimes parents think their children are not 
interested in reading because their kids don't enjoy the typical children's books. However, many gifted kids 
prefer to read non-fiction. If they have material to read on their favorite topic, dinosaurs or computers for 
example, they may be voracious readers. 



4.  Include Notes with School Lunches

This activity is especially fun to announce special events, celebrations, or days of the year!  Your child is never 
too old to receive encouragement, and what better way to show your care, concern, and love, than with a 
personalized note.  

5. Show How Much Fun Reading Is
When reading to your children, take time to admire the book.  Talk to each other about the cover, the 
illustrations, and make predictions about what the book might be about.  Take your time!  Instead of flying 
through the pages, turn them slowly, build anticipation and excitement.  What will happen next?  Can your child 
guess?  Talk about it!  What did you and your child think of the story?  Can you relate to it in any way?  Discuss 
what you might read next and challenge them to check out more books by favorite author or subject.  

Literacy is a rare gift you can give your child inexpensively, and it will last a lifetime!

 The HUSKER HIGH FIVE way:

Please explore our website and enjoy pictures from a sensational start to the school year.  If you have a moment, 
please go to Parent Information and explore the HUSKER HIGH FIVE logo and behavior matrix for our school. 
 Thank you for your support.  Husker pride shines every day and everywhere!  Great manners, hard work ethic, 
integrity!  The Husker Way starts with our supportive families and amazing preschool, flows through the 
elementary, flourishes throughout the high school, and guides our children into adulthood and down the road of 
success and prosperity!   While visiting our website, please take time to review our new Bullying Report Form. 
 I firmly believe we have a wonderful student body, but know too well that sometimes issues between peers 
arise and need our assistance to help resolve.  By filling out the form and forwarding it on to my office, together 
our staff and parents will work together to address and resolve all concerns.    

Notes from our K-12 social worker, Ms. Drew:
 
The beginning of school can be an exciting time for many of our students, but for some it can bring anxiety and 
be one of the most stressful times of the year.  It is my hope always that parents and school staff can work 
together to meet your family’s unique needs and have a fantastic 2020-2021 school year!   It's important to set 
good routines and learn about new and old resources in the school for all of our learners!  If you have a student, 
young or older, worrier or not, these 6 simple tips and resources can aid you during our school year.
 



Consistent bedtimes are a must!  Children who do not sleep well or get enough sleep are often more prone to 
stress and anxiety.  They are also more easily overwhelmed and exhausted.  
 
Keep your school nurse informed of any medications your child takes to manage mental health, physical, and 
medical conditions.  Consider signing releases of information to help the school nurse and social worker aid you 
and your child in coping with any challenges.  
 
Kill two birds with one stone by finding time to check in with your child about their school day over a nutritious 
meal.  Children who eat a well-balanced meal have more energy and focus better on academic tasks in school.  
 
If you notice that your child is having a hard time coping in school, help them establish a relationship with a 
trusted adult who can become their "go to" person.  This can be a teacher, counselor, support staff, and many 
more!  
 
If your child visits two homes during the week, make a calendar to help them know where they go home to each 
day.  Try to find a fun way to illustrate days that the child goes to daycare or Husker Kid Zone and be sure 
to include different bus numbers and drivers’ names.  
 
If there are concerns regarding your child's safety, please connect with the building principal and school social 
worker to develop a plan to keep your child safe and both of you feeling comfortable.  Keep the lines of 
communication open so that we may be partners in addressing your child's needs in whatever way possible.  
 
If you need any assistance throughout the school year, please feel free to email or call at your convenience.  
carrie.drew@isd738.org or (320) 746-4496.  

Fire Prevention Week
“Cooking continues to be a major contributor to the home fire problem. The good news is that the vast majority of these 
fires are highly preventable. This year’s Fire Prevention Week message better educates the public about where potential 
cooking hazards exist and basic but critical ways to prevent them.

Key messages around this year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, “Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen” will include the 
following:

 Keep a close eye on what you’re cooking; never leave cooking unattended.

 Keep anything that can catch fire — oven mitts, wooden utensils, food packaging, towels or curtains — at least three feet 
away from your stovetop.

 Be on alert. If you are sleepy, don’t use the stove or stovetop.

Remember, in a fire, seconds count. Seconds can mean the difference between 
residents of our community escaping safely from a fire or having their lives end in 
tragedy.

Other Helpful Fire Prevention Safe Family Tips:



 Draw a map of your home including all members of your household, marking two exits from each room and a path to the 
outside from each exit.

 Practice your home fire drill twice a year. Conduct one at night and one during the day with everyone in your home, and 
practice using different ways out.

 Teach children how to escape on their own in case you can’t help them.

 Make sure the number of your home is clearly marked and easy for the fire department to find.

 Close doors behind you as you leave – this may slow the spread of smoke, heat, and fire.

 Once you get outside, stay outside. Never go back inside a burning building.

A huge Husker thank you to our Holdingford Volunteer Fire Fighters for modifying fire prevention activities for 
preschool and kindergarten classes.  I hope the children like our fire prevention, social distancing, first ever fire 
truck parade.

Celebrate Our Early Childhood School Readiness Program…Great things are happening for our littlest 
learners…Help spread the word!

Last Year!

Preschool quote of the week:  “I got an owie and my blood hurt!”

“Two cows pooped out eggs. I didn’t see that coming.”

This Fall!

“I don’t have muscles.  I just eat tator tots!  

Husker ECFE and School Readiness Programs are very beneficial for both children and parents.  The families enrolled in 
these classes learn valuable skills while becoming familiar with our school, staff, community members, and other 
resources the school district has available.  Overall, Early Childhood programs equip children and their parents with the 
necessary knowledge and comfort to make a smooth transition into becoming a kindergartener at Holdingford Schools.  

I love my Littlest Huskers!  



1. When changing transportation plans…Please call the elementary office or your child’s classroom 
teacher before 2:30.  This will keep us organized and your child safe!

2. Students in Kindergarten - 6th grade:  If students do not have a note or a phone call changing plans by 
2:30, teachers and Ms. Christy will follow regularly scheduled transportation plans.  

Let’s help each other out and keep our wonderful children safe!  

+

Family Technology Considerations:

The Good

 it's a tool
o it can make life easier, simpler, better 

 makes us more connected 
The Shocking

 In some households, 70 hours a week of peer-to-peer contact but only 30 minutes a week with dad or 
mom

The Dangers

 texting/sexting 
 dual lives/fantasy
 online is public & permanent
 addictions 

o gaming, social media
 cyberbullying/gossip/predators 
 pornography

The Positive Parenting Strategies 

 no tech in your child’s  bedroom
o especially night time 

 open device policy
o passwords, text logs, check-ins... 

 keep accounts private
 be where they are... (social media)
 internet filter & monitoring software 
 teach and re-teach clear boundaries 
 have open and honest conversations

Be a Role Model for Your Family 

 what does it look like to use technology wisely and appropriately?



 do you follow your own rules?
 does how you spend your time show your priorities to your kids? 

Dates to Remember: 

October 10: PTA Meeting 7 pm Elementary Media Center

October 7-20: Holdingford Elementary Virtual Scholastic Book Fair 

October 12 5/6 Picture Day, 6th grade A-L if following current hybrid learning model/Preschool Pictures

October 13 5/6 Picture Day, 6th grade M-Z if following current hybrid learning model/Preschool Pictures

October 19-20 Elementary Conferences release time at 1:15pm.  More information to follow regarding fall 2020 
conferences.  

October 15: No School MEA Break

October 16: No School MEA Break  

October ECFE Fall Festival more to come.  

            


