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Attendance and Achievement!  We need your help and support! 
 Happy New Year!  All of us at Holdingford Elementary hope your family found time to 

make wonderful holiday memories and are feeling well rested. I am very excited to settle into 

winter months filled with social and academic growth.  In order to maximize your student’s 

potential, it is critical they attend school every day.  Parents who let their kids miss a lot of 

school may be setting them up for academic failure. Researcher Mary Frase tracked students who 

dropped out of high school. One thing that nearly all of them had in common was poor 

attendance. 

 One of the most important things you can do as a parent is to get your child to school on 

time, every day. As we begin the New Year, assist your child to establish the following habits: 

 Enforce a regular bedtime for your child. Make sure you have an evening routine that 

includes some time for reading. 

 Make sure your child is organized so he/she can get out the door with what he/she 

needs. 

 Prioritize the activities you add to the schedule. If you add lots of before-and after-

school activities, you take away time for your child to read, play, and study. 
www.ericdigest.org 

 
 

Thank you to all our support staff that go above and beyond the call of duty. 

You make every child feel special as you recognize the many differences that make each 

student unique and special!  We love working with you and you truly make our school 

better, if not BEST, for children!   
Every day I look around and this is what I see 

Lots of different ways to look and different ways to be 

Sammy’s only got a dad and Melly’s only got a mommy 

Emma’s face is often sad while Tommy makes things funny 

http://www.ericdigest.org/


Jacob’s hair is curlyish and Angie’s always sneezing 

Louis gets up earlyish and Ella’s feet are freezing. 

I find it odd the world around us thinks we’re all the same 

As I think they might be looking without turning on their brain 

So let’s celebrate our differences and how unique we are 

And change the record, shout out loud and spread this message far 

Because everybody’s different, it’s very plain to see 

She and you and him and her and them and us and me 
 

Paraprofessionals are individuals who work in a variety of positions in our school district. Their 

roles include, but are not limited to, those who work as instruction assistants, Title 1 support, 

special education paraprofessionals, lunch room and playground assistants, hall monitors, media 

center assistants, and more! 

Our paraprofessionals do so much to help our children learn and our teachers teach! Be sure to 

recognize Paraprofessional Appreciation Week from January 12-18.  Send a note, stop by and say 

thanks for a job well done, or simply remind your child to say thank you for being a huge part of 

an outstanding school.   

 

 

 
 

January Assessments: 
 As we return from our holiday break, your child will be performing some standardized 

assessments. 

1. Aimsweb: Early literacy and numeracy skills to assess a variety of measures in your 

child’s ability to recognize and produce letters, sounds, words, and number fundamentals 

necessary in grades kindergarten – 2. 

2. Fluency: The fluency assessments are general outcome measurement tools used by 

educators to quickly obtain information and measure growth in reading fluency and math 

facts of students in grades 1-6. 

 

Individual results and normative data will be used when making educational decisions on our 

students' academic skills and programming options.  We are looking forward to comparing 

fall reading, math and fluency scores with current level of achievement.  It is SO much fun to 

see how much our children have grown!  Thank you for your support and help!   

 

Please encourage your child to do their best work so we get an accurate portrait of 

student ability and growth. 



The Importance of Reading at Home: 
1.  Reading to your childre4n nightly/regularly sets them up for school success 

2. Reading is important to develop language skills 

3. Exposure to reading and fun books exercises your child’s brain 

4. Reading enhances your child’s attention and concentration skills 

5. Reading together builds a child’s curiosity and thirst for knowledge 

6. A range of books teaches children a variety of topics and expands a child’s interests 

7. Reading develops a child’s imagination and creativity 

8. Reading books with children helps to develop empathy 

9. Books are FUN!  They are a great form of family entertainment!   

10. Reading together helps create a family bond!   

 

Please take time each night to read a good book or two with your children.  Turn off the TV.  Put 

down your cell phone, iPad, laptop.  Grab a good book and enjoy some quiet time with your 

family.  Books help us grow Husker Smart, Husker Kind, Caring, and Respectful!   

 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, Jim Stang  

 

January Notes From Your K – 12 Social Worker 
Welcome back from the hustle and bustle of the holiday season, travel, sugar over load and much 

more!  After almost two weeks off of school, the New Year is a perfect time to talk about school 

wide expectations  and safety measures with students. I would like to encourage all parents to 

review our Husker High Five and what it means to be safe on the bus.  The Husker High Five 

consists of three simple guidelines: 

  

  I show my Husker integrity by: 

· Being Ready 

·Being Respectful 

·Being Responsible 



Every Day and Everywhere! 

 

Being Ready:  Talk with your children about what being ready to ride the bus looks like.  If a 

child is being ready they are on time for the bus.  They are following the safety rules set by their 

bus drivers.  They are getting on and off the bus without horse play  and are crossing the road 

when directed by their driver. 

 

Being Respectful: Talk with your children about using kind words and quiet voices with others 

on the bus.  Being respectful means offering to let someone sit with you even if you don’t really 

know them.  Being respectful means taking care of your property and space while also respecting 

other students' property and space. 

 

Being Responsible: Being responsible on the bus includes being respectful and ready but it also 

means that students take greater care of their surroundings.  Responsible means safety comes 

first.  This is shown by students facing forward, using quiet voices, using Husker manners, and 

listening to the bus driver’s directives the first time they are asked to fix a problem behavior.   

 

Students who follow these three simple Husker High Five rules show that they have integrity and 

care about themselves and others.  Students who demonstrate the ability to follow these rules 

keep other Holdingford students safe on and off the bus! 

 

 

January 2020 Dates to Remember: 

 January 2nd 2020 School Back in Session!  Yee Ha! 

 January 16th End of Second Quarter!  Remember…Always try your BEST! 

 January 17th Teacher Workshop No School 

 January 20th Teacher Inservice No School 

 February 2020…I Love to Read Month!  I cannot wait!   

 

 

Happy New Year!   

 

Jim Stang 

Holdingford Elementary Principal 


