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“Spring is the time of plans and projects.”
–Leo Tolstoy, Anna Karenina
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From the Superintendent’s Office
Greetings from the office of the Superintendent! As I look outside today I am happy to see that we have a blue sky, the
sun is shining, and some snow and ice is melting. I would like to thank all of our bus drivers, snow removal staff, and county
and city employees for their hard work in ensuring our students and staff have safe travels to and from school.
I looked at last year’s newsletter submission and it dealt a great deal with the topic of facilities and the future of our
district. A year later, a great deal of work has been spent on examining these needs. ICS has been a great partner in determining the needs of our infrastructure. This has helped our district develop a 10-year plan to meet the needs that were identified
pertaining to our current building. The 10-year plan has been set up to be covered by Long-Term Facilities Maintenance
Funds. These funds are from a program that has replaced Health/Safety and Deferred Maintenance Programs. For a district
like ours, these funds are subsidized by almost a 70% contribution from the state.
The study also brought up a variety of topics that are being discussed by the school board right now. If you attended a
listening session you heard about these items, but if you haven’t, here is a quick summary of discussion topics. I want to
stress that nothing has been finalized and most likely would have to be put as a package that would be presented to the voters
through a referendum vote.
Roof: There are three sections of the building and two sections are due to have the roof replaced in the next few years.
Parking lot/Traffic Flow: There are thoughts to finish off the high school parking lot and changing the traffic flow across
the front of the building from the district office to the elementary. Currently we have times of the day where cars are backed
out on to the highway, which is a serious safety concern.
Security: Changes would need to be made to the three main entrances to ensure the security of the building. The high school
would need the most change and would be incorporated with a change to the lobby to allow for a more useful space for events
with bathrooms and concession modifications.
Early Childhood/Special Education Space: There was a temporary move to increased time we provide for preschool. This
has been very well received both by our parents as well as what we feel it provides for the future of our school. To maintain
this programming with larger classes, additional space would be needed. The special education population has grown as well
and we are in need of additional teaching space to work with our students.
Vo-Ag: Ideas have focused on increasing space to allow for more flexibility in programming and improved equipment. Currently there are limitations on curriculum that prevent us from the programming that is expected in the ever-changing vocational field.
Gym space: The district is currently stretched very thin on physical education and practice space. Discussion has taken place
concerning the amount of additional space that would be needed.
Fitness Center: The current weight room is not readily accessible to the public. With the availability of health insurance programs that promote physical activity, moving the fitness center could be a great addition to the community.
Repurposing of Space: There are several classrooms that could be modified to meet our current needs and address some
space issues in our programming.
Swimming Pool Improvement: The current seating in the pool does not adequately provide enough seating for our swimming events. There is a plan being looked at to increase seating.
I also want to take a moment to discuss the elementary playground, “The Dreamcatcher”. This playground has become
a landmark for our community and district but questions remain about the future of it. Since a majority of the structure is
wood, weather has taken quite a toll on the playground. Two different companies have looked at the area and both have determined updates need to be made. The options the district are faced with are refurbishing or a new playground. There are pros
and cons to both. A refurbished playground allows us to keep what we have come to appreciate, but in many ways, just puts a
band aid on the problems. The life expectancy could be extended another 15 years. A new playground would be planned and
built in a similar fashion to how the original Dreamcatcher was built. The community would build the new Dreamcatcher in
order to keep costs down. The life expectancy would by closer to 30 years and the cost isn’t significantly more than a refurbished playground. A planning day to help determine what the new playground would look like is being tentatively planned
for February.
Have a great last couple months of winter and as always, feel free to call me at the school if you ever have questions,
concerns, or compliments regarding any of the plans I mentioned or the overall state of our district.
Chris Swenson, Superintendent
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Foodservice Department Awarded Grant
The Holdingford Foodservice Department was recently notified that we were the recipient of a grant through the
Minnesota Department of Agriculture Farm to School Grant. MDA, along with Blue Cross Blue Sheid’s Center for
Prevention, awarded the school just over $6,000 toward the purchase of a new meat slicer and stand. The purpose of
the grant program is to enable schools to purchase and use Minnesota grown and produced products in the school
meals program. With the slicer, the school foodservice staff will be using ham and roast beef from St. Joseph Meat
Market in student lunches. The department is excited to add protein sources to our locally purchased offerings of fruit
and vegetables. The locally grown meats will first appear in subs, wraps, and deli sandwiches in late January or early
February.
Submitted by Melissa Anderson, RD,SNS, Foodservice Director

Student School Bus Safety Training
At the beginning of each school year the State of Minnesota requires students to have school bus safety
training. For the transportation department this is a very important time because it sets the tone for the remainder
of the year in terms of bus safety. I feel it is important to include parents and community members in what the
School District does to ensure a safe ride to and from school as well as extra-curricular trips. During the second
week of school the elementary K-6 teachers use videos, books, posters and their own experiences to teach bus
safety and pedestrian safety in the classroom. Individual rooms K-3 also receive my part of safety training. This
part includes a mock bus stop that involves a school bus, two vehicles– one placed in front and one at the rear
(see picture). By having these props I have the necessary tools for a great real life training session. I show students the danger zones around the school bus, talk to them about making eye contact with the bus driver whenever crossing the road and not to pick up any items that may have dropped. Inside the bus I talk about the importance of sitting, talking quietly and keeping their arms, legs and belongings to themselves. It’s also discussed
that riding the bus is a privilege and that privilege of riding the bus can be taken away from them if rules are not
followed. Fourth grade students meet in the library, and I talk about the most commonly asked questions I get
from students so they better understand bus safety. I also discuss how they are becoming role models for the
younger students. 5th and 6th grade teachers have their own curriculum and show an age appropriate video. In
addition in the early spring, K-3 gets round two of bus safety. At this time, bus drivers are given an opportunity
to work with their riders on any safety related items that may need that little extra attention. Teachers also review
bus safety in the classroom.
Bus safety training is slightly different in the High School. Students in grades 7 & 8 are given a booklet
from the Minnesota Department of Education to read with a follow up open book discussion test. The remaining
grades watch videos titled Stop and Stay Stopped, and Driven to Distraction on a rotating basis. The State of
Minnesota has seven requirements for bus safety training: 1) Transportation by school bus is a privilege not a
right 2) District policies for student conduct and school bus safety 3) Appropriate conduct while on the school
bus 4) The danger zones surrounding a school bus 5) Procedures for safely boarding and leaving a school bus 6)
Procedures for safe street or road crossing 7) Two bus evacuations drills each year.
With our busy life styles and all the added distractions, I ask you to focus and pay attention while driving,
especially near school buses and on school grounds. Together we can ensure the safety of all our students.
Submitted By: Rodney Ebnet, Transportation Director
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High School News
A Note from Your Principal:
Greetings from Holdingford High School. It is hard to believe half the school year is already complete. It has been a
great first half of the school year; the students have been great to work with and have worked extremely hard in their classrooms.
Activities: There have been many activities since the last newsletter. A Student of the Quarter assembly recognizing students
for their academic achievements was held, the band and choir put on great holiday performances, the Fall play, JH One-Act,
and Sr. High One-Act plays were performed, and the winter activities are in mid-season.
Testing:
Students in grades 7-8, took the MCA OLPA (Option Local Practice Assessment) in math and reading, and students in grade
10 took the OLPA reading test. These tests gave teachers data on where students are performing in their subject area and are
being used to guide instruction in the classroom. Parents of Juniors should receive information on the ACT test which is offered to all juniors on April 19.
Below is the District testing schedule for this spring.

January 17 – 27

OLPA Math

3–6

January 30 – February 10

OLPA Reading

3-6

February 6 - 7

OLPA – Math

7, 8

April 3 – 21

MCA III Reading

3-6

April 19

ACT plus Writing

11

April 20 - 21

MCA III Reading

7, 8

April 24 – 25

MCA III Reading

10

April 24 – May 5

MCA III Math

3-6

April 26 – 27

MCA III Math

7, 8

May 2

MCA III Math

11

May 8 – 12

MCA III Science

3-6

May 9

MCA III Science

8

May 10

MCA Science

10

For more information on state testing, please visit the Minnesota Department of Education Website.
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/fam/tests/
High School Parent Teacher Conferences: Below are the dates and times for the remaining parent teacher conferences for
grades 7 – 12.
February 28, 2017

1:00 – 3:30 pm, 4:00 – 8:00 pm

March 2, 2017

1:00 – 3:30 pm

May 1, 2017

4:00 – 8:00 pm

I am looking forward to a great second half of the school year. As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please contact
me at 320-746-4309 or email me at brian.silbernick@isd738.org
Brian Silbernick
Holdingford Secondary Principal
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Class Registration for 2017 – 2018 School Year

Grade 7 & 8 Targeted Services Program

It is already time for students to start thinking about classes for
next school year. Registration books will be distributed January
30 - 31. Please ask your child about registration and help him/
her in choosing courses for next year. Students will be doing
online registration February 9 - 10. A reminder to students and
parents, students will be choosing classes for the entire year.
Schedule changes will only be made if strict criteria is met
(please refer to the registration book). Our entire master schedule and staffing needs are based on these registration numbers,
which is why schedule changes are rarely granted. Ms. Ruszat
will go over schedules individually with students in the spring
and that is the time when schedules are finalized.

The after school Targeted Services program continues to
meet at the high school for students in grades 7 & 8. The
program is designed to help students in a variety of academic areas as well as organizational skills. The program
is offered on Monday and Wednesdays from 3:15 – 4:15.
The instructor for the program is Carin Pederson, a secondary science teacher. If you still want to register your
child for this program or want more information about the
program, contact Ms. Pederson at 746 – 4501.

Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO)
Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) is a program that allows 10th-, 11th- and 12th-grade students to earn both high
school and college credit while still in high school, through enrollment in and successful completion of college-level, nonsectarian courses at eligible participating postsecondary institutions. Most PSEO courses are offered on the campus of the postsecondary institution; some courses are offered online. Each participating college or university sets its own requirements for
enrollment into the PSEO courses. Eleventh and 12th-grade students may take PSEO courses on a full- or part-time basis; 10th
graders may take one career/technical PSEO course. If they earn at least a grade C in that class, they may take additional
PSEO courses.
There is no charge to PSEO students for tuition, books or fees for items that are required to participate in a course. Students
must meet the PSEO residency and eligibility requirements and abide by participation limits specified in Minnesota Statutes,
section 124D.09. If a school district determines a pupil is not on track to graduate, she/he may continue to participate in PSEO.
Funds are available to help pay transportation expenses for qualifying students to participate in PSEO courses on college campuses. Schools must provide information to all students in grades 8-11 and their families by March 1, every year. Students must
notify their school by May 30 if they want to participate in PSEO for the following school year. For current information about
the PSEO program, visit the Minnesota Department of Education’s Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) webpage.

Check out what is happening in high school technology classes!
Students in 8th Grade Career Exploration are busy creating their
"Dream Life" project. Students have spent the quarter identifying careers that match their interests, skills and abilities. In this culminating
activity, students create a video detailing
what they dream for their future life
including life after high school, careers,
where to live and what their family
looks like. The hopes, dreams, and creativity expressed in this project is great!
Submitted By: Shauna Seaman

The Intro to Coding class has been experimenting with
3D printing. To the left are some photos of some of the projects
and the first successful print.
Submitted By: Shauna Seaman
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Academic Lettering for the School Year 2015-2016

The following current Holdingford High School Seniors, Juniors, and Sophomores lettered academically at the end of the school
year 2015-2016. In order to letter, at the end of the 2015-2016 school year, Juniors need to have a cumulative GPA of 3.40,
Sophomores a GPA of 3.6, and Freshman a GPA of 3.80. Congratulations to the following students.
Row 1 – Dalton Frink, Johanna Merten, Mikayla Plante, Abigail Notsch, Ashley Kobernusz, Rose Kellner, Brooke Catton, Bridget Catton, Ava Ruprecht, Tamara Weyer, Taylor Koopmeiners, Marissa Gerads.
Row 2 – Chantel Leukam, Colton Richter, Johnathan Supan, Olivia Mokhtary, Alex Lange, Jacob Wolter, Taylor Popp, Molly
Higgins, Rachel Hellmann, Kennedi Ehresmann, Jenna Rausch
Row 3 – Maxwell Watercott, Ethan Willoughby, Michelle Skroch, Hannah Skroch, Morgan Vouk, Trevor Sowada, Samuel
Boulton, Jayden Prochaska, Evan DeMorett, Lucas Ryan, Kody Nelson
Row 4 – Jon Ethen, Zach Scegura, Jenna Butler, Kirstin Gerads, Callie Kostreba, Jenna Scott, Adam Ripplinger, Joe Meier, Nathan Gerads, Justin Skroch
Row 5 – Drew Paulzine, Corrie Ethen, Cassandra Schwantz, Drew Dockendorf, Mary VanHeel, Sommer Davidson, Sara Solarz,
Lexi Gerads
The following are not pictured: Samantha Angevine, Alexis Gielen, Sam Gielen, Katlyn Minette, Alyssa Kerfeld, Sylvia Sandstrom, Nicole Sieben, Cody Skwira, Rachel Solarz, Courtney Thielen

Holdingford Scholarship Endowment Fund

Red Cross Blood Drive

The Holdingford Scholarship Endowment Fund (HSEF) is a
Partner Fund of the Initiative Foundation led by an advisory
board of local volunteers who have made a commitment to
provide a permanent, self-sustaining source of support for our
graduates.

On Friday, October 28th, the Holdingford High
School Student Council held a blood drive in cooperation
with the American Red Cross. The blood drive took place
from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm in the high school gym. The incredible community effort paid off, resulting in one of the
most successful turnouts yet. HHS was able to collect 3
pints over their goal. Those who donated will be able to donate again at the tentatively-planned spring 2017 blood drive
the Student Council plans to hold. The Red Cross is able to
contribute to the scholarships granted to our graduating seniors. Thank you to everyone who came to donate!

Advisory Board Members
Bob Warzecha, Chair
Ron Schmidt, Vice Chair
Lisa Doucet, Secretary/Treasurer
Leigha Berscheid
Chuck Doucet
Mike Higgins
Margaret Vos

Submitted by Sylvia
Sandstrom President
of the Student Council
Co Advisors: Brody
Anderson and Jenn
Clear

If you wish to donate to the fund please make checks payable
to: Initiative Foundation, add Holdingford Scholarship Endowment Fund or HSEF on the memo line, and mail to:
Initiative Foundation
Attn: Holdingford Scholarship Endowment
405 Fourth St SE
Little Falls, MN 56345
Keep updated on scholarship fundraising events and news by
visiting the HSEF webpage at:
HoldingfordScholarship.org
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Attendance
Attendance is one of the keys to student success at school. Regular attendance is correlated with student achievement,
participation in school activities, and development of a favorable attitude towards punctuality. As required by current State
Statutes, the State Department of Education, and School Board of this district, students shall be in attendance each day that
school is in session.
One of the questions parents often ask is “what is an excused absence?” The State Department of Education actually
states what is considered an excused absence, not the school district. The State Department considers the following excused
absences: Sickness of the student, sickness or death in the family, impassible roads or weather making travel unsafe, observance of religious holidays, quarantine, required to be in court, emergency medical or dental treatment, pre-approved
family trips, attendance at a funeral of a close relative or friend, grave emergencies calling for the services or the presence of
a student, emergency work at home which is essential, and exceptional urgent reasons which affect the student.(these are
listed in the student handbook on p 14)
All other reasons for an absence are considered unapproved or unexcused. The authority to decide whether an absence is excused or unexcused rests with the principal.
Another area of concern with attendance are the cases were a student has an excessive amount of excused absences.
One of the new additions to the student handbook last year states that a student with 10 or more absences may be required to
provide a doctor's note for further absences to be excused.
One of the key elements with attendance issues is communication from the parents. If a student is absent, the parent/
guardian should call 320-746-4312 or send a note with the student explaining the reason for the absence when the student
returns to school. Parents/students have 3 student contact days to clarify an absence. If the school does not receive a phone
call or note, the absences will be considered unexcused.
Family Trips: If students will be gone on a family trip, students should bring a note to the office at least 3 days before the
family trip for the absences to be considered excused. This gives teachers a chance to let students know what they will be
missing before the trip.
Any questions regarding attendance should be directed to Jason Bruns, at 320-746-4302.

Penny Wars
The Sr. High Student Council held a Penny
Wars the week before the Holiday Break. Proceeds
were donated to the Sharon Prokott family. Sharon
is an alumni of HHS and her three children are
Huskers as well. Nolan is an active senior and will
be graduating this year. The High School had a
competitive time (competing against homerooms)
donating towards a beloved family and brought in
just over $5000! Most of the money was collected
the last day as each homeroom schemed by saving
big bills and “bombs” for the final hours!
Submitted by: Jennifer Clear
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Honor Roll Quarter 1 2016-17
A Honor Roll– 12th Grade
Samantha M. Angevine
Sommer J. Davidson
Drew M. Dockendorf
Corrie Ethen
Austin J. Fiedler
Caeleb S. Johnson
Isabella G. Leblanc
Chantel L. Luekam
Joseph D. Meier
Johanna E. Merten
Katlyn F. Minette
Drew A. Paulzine
Zachary R. Scegura
Cassandra L. Schwantz
Haley R. Skwira
Rachael R. Solarz
Sara G. Solarz
Johnathan J. Supan
Mary E. Vanheel
Arianna G. Vasilj
Ethan Willoughby
A Honor Roll– 11th Grade
Samuel S. Boulton
Jenna R. Butler
Evan A. Demorett
Hannah L. Hartung
Rachel E. Hellmann
Grant J. Helmin
Molly A. Higgins
Rilee F. Hohbein
Vincent R. Kahlhamer
Rose M. Kellner
Alyssa A. Kerfeld
Callie J. Kostreba
Patrick Lenzen
Olivia D. Mokhtary
Kody B. Nelson
Daemon M. Pierskalla
Taylor D. Popp
Jayden J. Prochaska
Adam R. Ripplinger
Lucas J. Ryan
Jenna R. Scott
Justin T. Skroch
Michelle R. Skroch
Courtney A. Thielen
Olivia J. Trobec
Brady L. Winter
A Honor Roll– 10th Grade
Travis R. Anderson
Bridget T. Catton
Brooke M. Catton
Kennedi Ehresmann
Abigail M. Freeman
Caitlyn F. Fussy

Lexi A. Gerads
Marissa N. Gerads
Meghan A. Hicks
Holly A. Keppers
Taylor A. Koopmeiners
Alex R. Lange
Britany V. Paggen
Jenna Rausch
Ava C. Ruprecht
Trevor J. Sowada
Tamara E. Weyer
Jacob H. Wolter
Samantha S. Young

Paige S. Paulzine
Josephine F. Philippi
Josephine A. Riedy
Jenessa L. Rudolph
Brandyn D. Scegura
Adam T. Schloemer
Ari E. Schmidt
Josiah Siltala
Breanne N. Skroch
Olivia R. Smith
Mikaela L. Soltis
Nathan M. Sowada
Kaitlynn M. Stang
Hanna M. Stanoch
Carissa R. Stark
Gerod J. Voller
Carter R. Wuebkers
Kaylee L. Yamry

A Honor Roll– 9th Grade
Caleb J. Czeck
Jake T. Ethen
Madeleine R. Fussy
Megan S. Hartung
Amelia M. Kahlhammer
Kaitlin R. Kimmons
Ally J. Lampert
Taylor J. Leenerts
Kayla A. Meyer
Jordyn L. Patrick
Morgan C. Platz
Maya L. Pogatchnik
Izabella R. Pueringer
Kaitlyn R. Reber
Alyssa M. Tix
Katelyn M. Vouk
Lauren G. Vouk
Christian J. Willoughby

A Honor Roll– 7th Grade
Nicolette J. Anderson
Jaden K. Bartkowicz
Emily K. Carlson
Rock F. Caspers
Lynda M. Dobmeier
Teresa I. Ethen
Isaac R. Fowler
Jacob W. Hawn
Maxwell C. Jendro
Connor A. Klocker
Blake A. Kolles
Clare C. Kutzman
Mackenzie R. Langer
Jarred M. Maleska
Britney M. Notsch
Nicole E. Paggen
Clara L. Pflueger
Isabelle R. Risberg
Brianna L. Rudolph
Tara J. Schleper
Samantha M. Skwira
Cassandra R. Sowada
Aleah J. Stock
Chloe A. Swanson
Onyckah J. Ulik
Robert K. Voller
Marissa M. Weyer
Brea C. Worlie
Cheyenne C. Wuebkers

Kailee A. Heinen
Elizabeth A. Hommerding
Krista A. Huls
Kaitlyn R. Johnson
Anthony M. Kierstead
Jacob O. Lemke
Crystal Maciejewski
Aaron R. Maleska
Stuart J. Neuman
Walker M. Nienaber
Abigail E. Notsch
Mikayla E. Plante
Colton J. Richter
Angel Santema
Tessa Siltala
Brandon J. Skroch
Brent T. Smith
Heather M. Sowada
Ryan M. Talberg
Marie A. Vouk
Maxwell J. Watercott
Rachel M. Williams

B Honor Roll– 11th Grade
Jordan R. Brown
Anthony D. Burke
Avery B. Christensen
Isaiah K. Folsom
Kirstin T. Gerads
Nathan C. Gerads
David P. Hartung
Tracy T. Hartung
Nicholas S. Hellmann
Jesse S. Johnson
Alan W. Justin
Kyle J. Keppers
Ashley D. Kobernusz
Dylan A. Koehn
Cassidy C. Kostreba
Natalie Krause
Nicholas R. Krueger
Marie Kurtz-Thomes
Austin S. Lange
Gavin L. Manuel
Abrielle R. Mehr
Michaela A. Milhauser
Alexis L. Moonen
Anna M. Norton
Emily R. Notsch
Jesse J. Notsch
Griffin D. Olson
Abigail C. Panek
B Honor Roll– 12th Grade Sarah R. Petros
Rose E. Phillipp
Destiny M. Blackstone
Haylee J. Pogatchnik
Shelby R. Burg
Andrew S. Reber
Amanda L. Douvier
Elizabeth G. Rennie
Jon F. Ethen
Kayla B. Rudolph
Dalton J. Frink
Brian J. Scegura
Michela L. Gerads
Jordan D. Schmitz
Anthony H. Hartung
Kendra L. Severson

A Honor Roll– 8th Grade
Jack C. Anderson
Leighton D. Birr
Braden Bomgaars
Jaden M. Breth
Dalton J. Brinkman
Carter B. Buchta
Cade R. Clear
Brooke M. Fiedler
Jacqueline R. Fiedler
Matthew L. Fiedler
Rylee N. Friedrich
Kendra C. Gerads
Rebekah J. Gerads
Paige A. Gielen
Lydia A. Hoikka
Michael L. Holz
Kayla A. Koopmeiners
Kendra L. Kuklok
Abigail R. Lampert
Jenna N. Lawin
Bridgette Lenzen
Danielle J. Lyon
Theresa F. Meier
Emily L. Miller
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B Honor Roll– 11th Grade
Cody M. Skwira
Alexis R. Stanoch
Jared T. Thell
Morgan E. Vouk
Andrew J. Yamry
B Honor Roll—10th Grade
Alexandra L. Albrecht
Megan Asperheim
Carolynn E. Becker
Kylie Boterman
Bailey A. Boulton
Jeremiah P. Christensen
Seth M. Douvier
Alex A. Fiedler
Benjamin K. Grebinoski
Dylan A. Grimsley
Stuart W. Hawn
Keyanna R. Haywood
Kiara Heuer
Riley K. Kraemer
Trevor G. Larson
Dylan A. Mckenzie
Diana Mtenzi
Mackenzie J. Oberg
Alexia M. Ostendorf
Madisyn R. Petersen
Madison M. Platz
Alex D. Ruprecht
Cassi M. Skwira
Paige E. Soltis
Haley M. Swanson
Rebecca E. Vanheel
Alicia A. Waytashek
Hunter J. Welle
Samantha N. Wuebkers
Gage R. Ylinen
B Honor Roll– 9th Grade
Chase J. Boeckman
William L. Dezurik
Kuyler R. Frink
Emma Gerads
Grace M. Gerads
Lance Harren
Keardyn Isaacson-Hawker
Sadie J. Karlson
Madison M. Kieffer
Wesley R. Kraemer
Anna J. Lehner
Rachel Maciejewski
Blake J. Niemeyer
Taylor M. Pogatchnik
Elizabeth K. Rudser
Angeline R. Sakry
Paige K. Schleper
Faith N. Skroch
Allison R. Skwira
Austin D. Supan
Spencer R. Trobec

Peter J. Vasilj
Jacob P. Vouk
Hannah J. Winter
Ezekiel J. Woods
Cole N. Wunderlich
Brendon C. Yamry
Nicholas E. Zehowski
B Honor Roll– 8th Grade
Wyatt J. Brady
Nickolas A. Breth
Korlyna J. Colbert
Mary M. Dobmeier
Abigail L. Doll
Brandon A. Doll
Will R. Ethen
Kyle D. Gill
Christopher T. Hartung
Justin D. Heuer
Shane D. Klaphake
Alyssa L. Krause
Tate L. Lange
Arianna E. Larson
Caiden A. Leblanc
Makenzie L. Marquedant
Triston J. Mrosla
Blake L. Panek
Cody M. Pappenfus
Madison Sand
Hunter R. Schmitz
Maxwell E. Secord
Logan T. Sobania
Andrew L. Stock
Cody D. Thielen
Madison P. Thorson
Amy M. Weinand
Mikayla L. Woitalla
B Honor Roll– 7th Grade
Hannah A. Andersen
Hailey M. Arrenholz
Allison P. Barthel
Cohl W. Clear
Nikolas J. Hanson
Samuel J. Harren
Anna J. Hartung
Blake W. Herges
Collin J. Kelly
Shawn Kimmons
Brittany A. Klaphake
Collin C. Klaphake
Garrett M. Kostreba
Brady R. Lamont
Rebecca D. Lampert
Conner A. Mokhtary
Olivia M. Opatz
Bryce J. Riesner
Shelbylee T. Rooney
Mariah Thom
Matthew D. Vouk
Katie M. Young

Students of the Quarter
Holdingford Jr/Sr High School announced their “Students
of the Quarter” for the first quarter of the 2016-2017 school year.
Each instructional department selects a junior high (grades 7-9)
and senior high (grades 10-12) student that exhibits excellent work
and positive attitude during the quarter.

First Quarter Junior High recipients are, from left to right:
First Row: Carter Buchta, Art; Shelby Rooney, Math; Britney
Notsch, Family and Consumer Science.
Second Row: Olivia Smith, Social; Emily Miller, Business; Isabelle Risberg, Language Arts.
Third Row: Carter Wuebkers, Music; Jaden Breth, Physical Education; Carissa Stark, Industrial Technology.
Missing from picture: Jaden Bartkowitcz, Science.

First Quarter Senior High recipients are, from left to right:
First Row: Nathan Gerads, Science; Alicia Waytashek, Health;
Trevor Larson, Physical Education.
Second Row: Maya Pogatchnik, World Language; Spencer Trobec, Language Arts; Brooke Catton, World Language
Third Row: Haley Skwira, Agriculture; Abby Notsch, Family and
consumer science; Luke Ryan, Business; Ethan Willoughby, Social
Studies.
Fourth Row: Logan Koopmeiners, Industrial Technology; Rachael
Williams, Art; Zach Scegura, Math; Joe Meier, Music.
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Athletics & Activities
Varsity Baseball 2017

Varsity Softball 2017
Date
Mar. 31
Apr. 4
Apr. 7
Apr. 11
Apr. 13
Apr. 18
Apr. 20
Apr. 21
Apr. 24
Apr. 27
May 1
May 4
May 8
May 11
May 15

Against
Albany
Cathedral
Royalton
Pierz
Foley
BBE
Kimball
Melrose
Paynesville
Maple Lake
Pierz
EVW
BBE
HLWW
Paynesville

Location
HHS

Time
4:30

Royalton
Pierz
Foley
HHS
HHS
HHS
HHS
Maple Lake
HHS
HHS
BBE
HLWW
Paynesville

4:30
4:30
4:30
4:30
4:00
4:30
4:30
4:00
4:30
4:00
4:30
4:00
4:30

Date
Apr. 4
Apr. 6
Apr. 11
Apr. 13
Apr. 18
Apr. 20
Apr. 21
Apr. 24
Apr. 27
May 1
May 4
May 8
May 11
May 16
May 18
May 22

Track and Field 2017
Date
Mar. 18
Mar. 24
Apr. 11
Apr. 13
Apr. 20
Apr. 28
May 4
May 9
May 16

Location
SJU
SCSU
HHS
Pierz
Annandale
HHS
Pillager
HHS
HHS

Time
11:00AM
5:00PM
4:15PM
4:15PM
4:00
4:15
4:00
TBA
3:30

Notes

True Team
CMC

Husker Swimming
15 Husker Swimmers competed in the Section Preliminaries on Thursday, November 10th. Girls are required to meet a set standard time in order to compete.
Congratulations to the nine swimmers/divers who placed
in the top 16 in order to advance to the Section Finals
meet on Saturday, November 12th: Cassi Schwantz, Tessa
Schwinghammer, Alexis Stanoch, Taylor Popp, Tamara
Weyer, Brooke Catton, Bridgette Catton, Amelia Kahlhamer, and Ally Lampert. Schwantz, diving: 15, Medley
Relay: 10th, Brooke Catton, 200 free: 14th, Schwinghammer, 200 IM: 8th, Bridgette Catton, 100 fly: 12th; Kahlhamer, 100 fly: 16th; 200 Free Relay: 6th; Schwinghammer, 100 Back: 6th; 400 Free Relay: 8th. A special congratulations to Tessa Schwinghammer who broke the
Husker Pool Record in the 200 IM at Thursday’s
meet. Cassi Schwantz not pictured.
13

Against
Royalton
Sauk Centre
Pierz
Foley
BBE
Kimball
Upsala
Paynesville
Maple Lake
Pierz
EVW
BBE
HLWW
Paynesville
SJP
Milaca

Location
Royalton
Sauk Centre
HHS
HHS
BBE
Kimball
Upsala
Paynesville
HHS
Pierz
EVW
HHS
HHS
HHS
St. Joe
HHS

Time
4:30
4:30
4:30
4:30
4:30
4:00
4:30
4:30
4:00
4:30
4:00
4:30
4:00
4:30
4:30
4:30

2016 Holdingford Varsity Volleyball
Season Summary
The Holdingford High School Volleyball program had 33 participants for the 2016 season. The Varsity team finished
16 - 11 overall and 1-6 in the CMC. The top highlight for the season was defeating Albany in 3 sets for the first time since
2009. Another highlight was placing 1st at the Upsala Tournament. Other highlights included placing 4th at the Pierz Invitational and 6th at the SR-R Tournament. 23 of the 90 sets played this year were within 3 points, and the highest scoring was a
29-27 win.
The Varsity team served 93% with 7% Aces. Team Serve Receive was 90%. The team also tallied 1398 digs, 794 kills, 170
blocks, and 754 set assists. These are new team records in Digs and Assists. Individual records for the season are held by Jenna Scott with 98% Service, 11% Aces, and 671 Assists, Callie Kostreba, Courtney Thielen, and Rilee Hohbein with a three
way tie for 91% Receive, Courtney Thielen with 345 Digs, and Rilee Hohbein with 230 Kills and 66 Blocks.
Recognition awards included 1st Team CMC All-Conference: Jenna Scott, 2nd Team CMC All-Conference: Rilee Hohbein,
and Section 6AA All-Tournament Team: Courtney Thielen.
Team awards included Most Valuable Player: Rilee Hohbein
Service Award: Jenna Scott at 98%, 11% Aces, 34 Aces
Most Inspirational: Jenna Scott
Most Improved: Marissa Gerads
Lifesaver Award: Jenna Scott
This year’s captains were Kailee Heinen and Callie Kostreba.
The Varsity team earned a Gold All-State Academic Team Award for a 3.79 gpa team average. CMC All-Conference Academic Awards were earned by Corrie Ethen, Rachel Hellmann, Rilee Hohbein, Callie Kostreba, Jenna Scott, and Courtney Thielen
for achieving a 3.7 gpa. Varsity players earning the MSHSL Spotlight on Scholarship Award for maintaining a 3.0 or better
during sports participation included Corrie Ethen, Kailee Heinen, Bella LeBlanc, Rachel Hellmann, Rilee Hohbein, Ashley
Kobernusz, Callie Kostreba, Jenna Scott, Courtney Thielen, Carolynn Becker, Marissa Gerads, Paige Soltis, Jordyn Patrick, and
Samantha Wuebkers(mgr).
Holdingford Volleyball returning Letter Winners were Corrie Ethen, Kailee Heinen, Rachel Hellmann, Rilee Hohbein, Callie
Kostreba, Jenna Scott, Courtney Thielen, and Carolynn Becker. First year Letter Winners were Isabella Leblanc and Marissa
Gerads. JV players who also dressed Varsity, earning certificates of participation, included Ashley Kobernusz, Paige Soltis,
and Jordyn Patrick. Samantha Wuebkers was the team’s manager, and performed practice duties in addition to keeping match
statistics.
Holdingford faced tough competition in the CMC and Section 6AA. It was the first time since 2005 that Holdingford hosted a
playoff game. The Huskers were the #3 seed and Melrose won the match in 5 sets. Melrose went on to win the next round as
well, defeating Pierz in 5 sets. Tournament places for area teams included State AA Champions: Maple Lake, State A 6th
Place: Kimball. The State AA Runner Up came from HLWW’s section. Maple Lake, ROCORI, and Sauk Centre were all
nominated for the Top Ten in the state and had individuals named to the All State 1st or 2nd teams.
This team was successful in playing at a high level. Life skills developed through sport were visible in our Husker team: hard
work, discipline, teamwork, sportsmanship, and pride.
This yearʼs volleyball team members were also service oriented and raised over $700 for the Side-Out Foundationʼs Dig Pink
Breast Cancer Awareness Campaign. Players were also involved with the Elementary Program, providing team building activities and coaching for the program.
The team would like to recognize senior leaders Corrie Ethen, Kailee Heinen, and Bella Leblanc, the parents for constant support, and both the Student Fan Section and the Husker Pep Band for providing energy.
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Holdingford Public School
Hall of Fame Nomination Form ***Nomination due April 30, 2017***
Instructions:
Eligible nominees for the Holdingford Hall of Fame can be from the following categories:
1.
Graduate (Nominee may fit any of the following)
·
Academics: 10 year out of HS. Either outstanding academic accomplishments at Holdingford Public School OR in collegiate/
professional field of work.
·
Athlete: 10 years out of HS. Either outstanding athletic accomplishments at Holdingford Public School OR at the collegiate/
professional level.
·
Fine Arts: 10 year out of HS. Either outstanding fine arts accomplishments at Holdingford Public School OR in collegiate/
professional field of work.
2.
Employee: Employees that have served in the district 10+ years and had outstanding accomplishments during employment.
3.
Community Member: May be anyone who has made significant contributions to Holdingford Schools.
Return the completed nomination form and support materials to:
Jason Bruns-Activities Director
Holdingford Public School
PO Box 250
Holdingford, MN 56340
PHONE: 320-746-4302
Please check appropriate nomination category:
_____ GRADUATE
_____ EMPLOYEE
_____ COMMUNITY MEMBER
Hall of Fame Nominee (first, middle, last):
Address (street address – city, state, zip):
Phone:
Date of Birth:
If Deceased, Date of Death:
Name of spouse or closest living relative:
Address:
Phone:
Schools Attended
High School:
City and State:
Year Graduated:
College/University:
City and State:
Year Graduated:
Degree:
Post Graduate School:
City and State:
Year Graduated:
Degree:
1.

Please provide a description of the nominee’s accomplishments. (Please include honors, awards, records, special recognition, etc.)

2.
Please provide a narrative detailing why you feel this individual should be considered a nominee for the Holdingford Public School
Hall of Fame.
Individual Submitting Nomination
Name:
Phone:
Street Address:
PO Box:
City, State, Zip Code:
Signed: _______________________________________________________ Date __________________
For Office Use Only
Date Submitted ____________________
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Elementary News
A Note From Your Principal:
Happy New Year! I hope our newsletter finds your family in good health, full of heartfelt happiness, Husker Pride, and
with a positive outlook on life and our school! Our elementary school ended the calendar year on a most positive note. Jingo
Bingo was a blast, our building wide Christmas sing-along was an amazing success, and up to this point, each and every one of
our children are working hard to be an outstanding Husker student and friend. Please keep up the fantastic work, kids! I am
proud to be your principal and I enjoy working with each and every one of our children. Through good times and troubled
times, I am always amazed at how honest our children are, how polite they are, and I love bragging to just about anyone that
will listen, that when our children do make a mistake, almost 99% of the time our staff, children, and supportive families, fix
what needs to be fixed to ensure our school stays safe, clean, and a positive, fun place to learn, laugh, and grow. Holdingford
elementary is filled with OUTSTANDING children and we have an AMAZINGLY talented and dedicated staff.
Parents, thank you very much for your support and for making your child’s elementary education priority number 1. It
is an honor to work with your children! Together, we make a difference!
Jim Stang,
Elementary Principal

Help Our School be a Safe Place to Learn and
Grow
With your family, please revisit that we never bring
weapons of any kind to school. This includes play guns
and knives.
Please, no transportation changes after 2:30 pm.
Please do not drop off children at school earlier
than 7:40 and if picking your child up from school, do so
in a timely manner. The parking lot can be extremely busy
after school. Please hold on to your little Husker’s hand
when walking to the car.
After school, all elementary students should get on
their school bus at the elementary. No going to the high
school in hopes of having a little down time or time to visit
vending machines.
Thank you for supporting our school and our
Holdingford community! Let’s please work together to
make 2017 as productive, safe, and joyous as possible!
It takes a village to raise a child and many hands make
light work…belonging to our Husker Family means
you are never alone and we work together to help all
children be the very best they can be! Thank you!

January/February Assessments:
As we return from our holiday break, your child will be
performing some standardized assessments.
Aimsweb: Early literacy and numeracy skills to assess a variety
of measures in your child’s ability to recognize and produce
letters, sounds, words, and number fundamentals necessary in
grades Kindergarten – 2.
MCA Optional Local Purpose Assessment Computerized Math
test will be taken at the beginning of February and is designed
to measure a student’s growth based on Minnesota math and
reading standards.
Fluency: The fluency assessments are general outcome measurement tools used by educators to quickly obtain information
and measure growth in reading fluency and math facts of students in grades 1-6.
The individual results and normative data will be used when
making educational decisions on our students' academic skills
and programming options. We are looking forward to comparing fall reading, math and fluency scores with current levels of
achievement.
Please encourage your child to do their best work so we get
an accurate portrait of student ability and growth. In 2017,
please create a family time that includes turning off the TV,
setting aside cell phones, and encouraging your child(ren)
to read every night and complete their homework.
Thank you.

Elementary Art Club
Art Club is officially up and running! We meet
weekly in Ms. Katrina's room, with roughly 20 students
every Friday afternoon. The students have been extremely enthusiastic about our projects so far. We look
forward to great things ahead for the year. Thanks so
much to parents and the community for continuing to
support the creativity of your children.
-Ms. Katrina
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Husker Reading Corps Celebrates
Holiday Reading
Over holiday break 17 children grades K-3 participated in a reading challenge to practice their Reading
Corps skills. Of the 17 participating children, two students
from each grade level that read the most minutes, took part
in a fun filled pizza party! Great job Mrs. Johnson and
Mrs. Jensen for creating such a fun filled learning challenge. We are sending a huge Husker "Thank You" to our
supportive parents and hard working children. We are
very proud of you! Not pictured, Lydia Mrosla and Reading Corps tutor Brenda Jensen.
Winners are:
Lane Patrick, Ms Gross's room-355 minutes
Colin Marstein, Ms Caspers room-413 minutes
Anthony Dobis, Ms Latterell's room-230
Annabelle Schwindel-410 minutes
Lydia Mrosla, Ms Latterell's room-185 minutes
Jeffrey Dillenburg, Ms Wood's room-127 minutes
Mason Breth, Ms Przybilla's room-240 minutes
Abby Woidyla, Ms Patrick's room-256
Dylan Feld, Ms Patrick's room-669 minutes

Spelling Bee
The District Spelling Bee is Wednesday,
January 25th at 12:30 in the Little Theater. There will be a total of 24 5th, 6th, 7th, and
8th graders involved. Good Luck Everyone!

Study Skills Outing
On December 20th, the Study Skills group of 4th, 5th, and 6th graders went bowling at the Albany Bowling Center as part of their special outing. The group has approximately 35 students. For some
students it was their first time bowling. For others it was an opportunity to learn how to score a game. It was a great time for all the
students and staff.
Submitted by: The study skills teachers: Ms. Swedziak, Ms. Lonneman and Ms. Toenies.

Screening
Screening is required by state law before entering kindergarten. That makes it sound as
though a child should be screened right before
kindergarten. NOT SO!

Kindergarten Meeting

Screening is most valuable for three year olds.

You are invited to attend the Kindergarten Informational
Meeting on Monday, March 6, 2017. This meeting is for families of
children who will be enrolling in kindergarten for the 2017-2018
school year. We will have two times available for you to choose
from. You may come to the meeting at 4:00PM or at 6:00PM. These
meetings will be in the Media Center of the elementary building.
Please enter door # 8. If you cannot attend, please call the school at
746-4462, leave your name and number and you will be contacted
regarding the informational meeting. Also, if you are not planning to
have your child attend Holdingford or are keeping your child home
another year, please call and give this information to the school secretary by April 1st. This is extremely important in planning for enrollment.

If a child’s developmental delays are not identified until they are about to enter kindergarten.
They have missed out on one or two years of
early education services that could make a
huge difference to their school success!

At this meeting, which is for parents only, we will explain our
kindergarten program and schedule, give out registration materials,
and respond to questions and/or concerns.

Sharon Breth 746-4462
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If you are new to the district, if your child is 4,
or if your child will be starting kindergarten
within the next two years and has not been
screened, please call today!

The first graders from
Ms. Gross's class created
character pumpkins to look
like their favorite book characters. We had Fly Guy,
Froggy, Pete the Cat, Amelia
Bedelia, a dinosaur and
many other amazing characters in our classroom.
Submitted by: Ms. Gross
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Holdingford Huskers Youth Girls’ Basketball

4th Grade
3rd Grade

Thank you!
Community Education would like
to thank Coach Bring and all the parent
volunteer coaches for the time and dedication that they put into this program to
make it possible!

6th Grade
5th Grade
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Holdingford Huskers Youth Boys’ Basketball
3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

Thank you!
Community Education would
like to thank Coach Miller and
all the parent volunteer coaches
that make this program successful and possible for the youngsters!
6th Grade
20

Just for Kix Winter Show
Sunday, January 15th we
celebrated our Annual Just For Kix
Winter Show! The dancers did a
fabulous job-we are so proud of
them! The dancers aging from 3
years old through 12th grade performed multiple different styles of
dance from Kick & Jazz to our
new style this year Hip Hop!
Thank you for everyone that came
to watch- these dancers had put in
many hours of hard work to prepare for this show! Mark your calendars for our Spring Show- April
23rd at 3pm & 5:30pm come cheer
on our wonderful group of dancers!
Submitted By: Morgan Franzwa
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Community Education
Swim Camp Grades 4-6

Open Swim

(And 7 or 8 graders who are NOT currently a
member of the swim team)

The Holdingford High School Pool will be open on
Monday evenings this winter for open swim. Lifeguards
will be on duty. Students in grade 6 and under must be accompanied by an adult. Enter door 1, sign in and pay in the
pool area.

This swim camp will focus on teaching the
basics of the four competitive strokes, block starts,
flip turns and open turns. Beginners and nonswimmers are welcome and encouraged. Each day
we will focus on one stroke, with a final competitive
meet utilizing everything we learned during the
week. Students will need a one piece suit, goggles,
swim cap, and a towel.

Dates: Mondays, January 9, 23, 30 February 6, 13
Time: 7-8pm
Fee: $2/person or $5/family
Location: High School Pool

Dates: Monday - Friday March 20-24
Times: 3:30-5:00
Fee: $35
Location: HS Pool
Minimum: 10
Fee After March 13: $40.00

Youth Basketball for Girls
Grades 1 & 2
Come and find out what basketball is all about while having fun with
your friends. The sessions will consist of fundamental basketball skills,
practice and inter-squad games. Participants must wear appropriate clothing
and athletic shoes. Price includes a t-shirt if registered by March 1.
Dates: March 7, 9, 14, 16, 2017
Location: Elementary Gym
Time: 5:30pm– 6:30pm
Fee: $25.00
Fee after March 1: $30
Coach: Ashley Hoffman and High School Players

Youth Basketball for Boys
Grades 1 & 2
Come and find out what basketball is all about while having fun with
your friends. The sessions will consist of fundamental basketball skills, practice
and inter-squad games. Participants must wear appropriate clothing and athletic
shoes. Price includes a t-shirt if registered by March 1.
Dates: March 7, 9, 14, 16, 2017
Location: Elementary Gym
Time: 6:45pm- 7:45pm
Fee: $25.00
Fee after March 1: $30
Coach: Ashley Hoffman and High School Players
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Driver’s Training Program- Today’s Driving School
A complete Driver’s Training Package consisting of 30 hours of classroom instruction and 6 hours of behind-the-wheel
will be offered at HHS. After students obtain their permit, two hour behind-the-wheel sessions can be set up. Cost of the entire
package is $350. Students enrolling should be 15 years of age by April 2017. Attending students must pay $250 by February
27 and the remaining $100 by March 10 . Students need to bring a pencil/pen and a notebook to the 30 hour class. Please
printout the Minnesota Drivers Manual by going to the website www.dps.state.mn.us/dvs. Once on the page go to drivers services on the left side of the page, then click on the manuals and print the complete manual. Otherwise manuals can be purchased at class for $6. The state of Minnesota no longer prints the manuals.
Please include student’s birth date and full name (first, middle, last) when registering.
(Holdingford Community Ed. has decided to provide a driver’s training program through a different company. It is
important that students attend every class because there will not be make up days. An instructor will come to Holdingford for the 2 hour behind the wheel sessions. Once a student has enrolled they will receive a contract, this must be
filled out, signed and brought to the first class or a parent must attend the first class to fill it out.)
If you have questions, please contact the Community Ed. Office at 746-4465 or Today’s Driving School at 320-293-0352.
Date: March 6-17 (Monday-Friday)
Time: 6pm-9pm
Location: Room 12
Fee: $350
Fee after February 27: $355
Minimum Class Size: 15

Summer Recreation 2017
Registration and information on Summer Recreation will be handed out in school in March. Please look for
the Summer Rec. Flyer and register early as it helps with
figuring out numbers and teams.
Thank you,
Community Ed. Staff
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PotSpot “Finger-Licking” Bowl for Spring!! Grades K-12
This unique splatter bowl is just waiting to be filled with all kinds of
goodies, candy, special trinkets, or anything else you can think of. The
“fingers” make it a fun bowl to show off to your friends. *Remember,
PotSpot will take the projects and fire them in the kiln. We will return them
to school one week later.*
Date: Wednesday, March 22, 2017
Time: 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
Location: Student Lounge
Fee: $18
Deadline: March 15
Minimum: 4
Maximum: 20

Lego X: Hammers and Ballerinas (Grades 1-5)
Build an automated hammer, a
bouncing ballerina, design and build
your own “Mystery Contraption” and
much more. The newest, coolest
LEGO projects are found here. Students will build specific projects to
investigate basic principles of levers,
gears and pulleys and then be asked to
use what they have learned to design,
build, test and modify their own creations. Creative and engaging for any
young builder!
Dates: Wednesdays, February 15March 8
Time: 3:00-4:00
Fee:$ 42.00
Location: Elementary Teachers’
Lounge
Fee After February 6: $47.00

Youth Taekwondo: Ages 7 - 12
Kids that can control their bodies can control their minds. Evolution Tae
Kwon Do challenges youth both physically and mentally to help them achieve
their true potential in everyday life. Through training on memory, balance, and
coordination in Tae Kwon Do students develop focus, self-confidence, and selfdefense. Through setting goals and expectations based on each individual, Tae
Kwon Do creates an environment where every participant can achieve success.
It does not matter who finishes first, the focus is on each individual striving for
similar goals with the support of peers and instructors.
Instructors: Evolution Tae Kwon Do
Dates: Tuesdays, March 7, 14, 21, 28
Time: 6:15pm-7pm
Location: Intermediate Gym
Fee: $47 (4 sessions)
Deadline: February28

Babysitting & Staying Home Alone Clinic
This clinic is a preparation course for boys and girls ages 11 and older, undertaking the responsibility of childcare and/or
preparing to stay home alone. The course will cover child development, basic first aid, how to handle various emergencies, managing a child’s behaviour, games to entertain, and basics of new-borns and toddlers. Wear comfortable clothing
and bring a sack lunch.
Date: Saturday, March 25, 2017
Time: 9:00 a.m.—2:30 p.m.
Location: High School Media Center (LMC)
Fee: $25.00
Fee after March 13: $30.00
Minimum: 20
Maximum: 30
Instructors: Rachel Schwartz and Anna Christensen
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Holdingford Community Ed. Is sponsoring a trip to the movies open to all 1st—6th graders. We will travel to Quarry
Cinema in Cold Spring on March 2, 2017, after school is dismissed (early dismissal). When we arrive, you will receive a beverage and popcorn. Please note if there are any dietary restrictions we need to know about.
The movie we will be seeing is “The Lego Batman Movie”. Batman goes on a personal journey to find himself and
learn the importance of teamwork and friendship in the hopes of saving Gotham City from a hostile takeover set by The Joker.This movie is rated PG.
Chaperones: We do need volunteers to assist in chaperoning (chaperones should arrive at the Elementary Library by noon.)
The chaperone’s cost for the movie, popcorn and beverage is $10.00.
Date: Thursday, March 2, 2017
Time: The bus will leave after school is dismissed and return at approximately 3:30 p.m.
(Door #8)
Parents: Please be prompt in picking students up at Door #8
Fee:

$18.00 (includes movie, transportation, beverage and popcorn)

Fee after February 16: $23.00
Location: Students should report to the Elementary Library after school is dismissed.
Bring backpacks, coats, and anything
they need to go home.
Minimum: 30 students
Maximum: 50 students

Hairstyles, as seen on Pinterest
Grades 4-8

Pool and Pizza Party

Have you seen all those fancy hairstyles for girls on
Pinterest but haven’t been able to master them by yourself?
Come and hang out with your friends and a professional hairstylist to get tips and tricks on styling your hair. You will
practice on your own hair and
maybe even a friend. Braiding
and curling are just a couple of
the topics that will be covered.
Equipment and products will be
supplied.

Grades K-6
Join your friends for some fun after school. First
take a dip in the pool while enjoying open swim from
3:00pm-4:00pm. Then enjoy delicious pizza and a soda/
water from Corner Pizza. You must provide your own
swim suit, towel, and swim cap. Students are responsible for their own belongings. Students must pass a swim
test to swim in the deep end. Lifejackets can be provided by Holdingford Community Ed, please mark on registration if one is needed. If you hair is over an inch long,
you need to wear a swim cap.

Instructor: Danel Legatt
Date: Monday, March 20
Time: 6pm-7:30pm
Location: Student Lounge
Fee: $15
Deadline: March 13
Minimum: 4

Parents: Please pick students up promptly at
4:30pm at High School Door #1.
When: Wednesday, April 12
Time: 3:00pm-4:30pm
Location: Pool and Student Lounge
Fee: $11
Minimum number of Participants: 15
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Senior Traffic Safety Refresher Class
This is the class people 55+ need to continue the 10% auto insurance reduction. You will need to provide information including your driver’s license number.
Date: April 6, 2017
Time: 5:00pm-9:00pm
Fee: $18.00
Deadline: March 27
Minimum: 15
Location: Holdingford High School Library
Instructor: Joe Christensen

Senior Traffic Safety Initial Class
This is the class people 55+ need to start the 10% auto insurance reduction. You will need to provide information
including your driver’s license number.
Date: April 4 & April 6, 2017
Time: 5:00pm-9:00pm
Fee: $18.00
Deadline: March 27
Location: Holdingford High School Library
Instructor: Joe Christensen

Water Aerobics/Lap Swim
Water Aerobics offers a fun, “No Sweat”, effective exercise with musical accompaniment. It’s a nice way to trim,
tone, and stay limber! Water Aerobics minimizes strain on your body because the water cushions your muscles as you
work out. The class is held in the shallow end of the pool, so no swimming ability is necessary. The pool steps make it
easily accessible.
Instructors: Nancy Mager and Cynthia Meyer
Dates: Wednesdays, February 8 - April 26 (11 sessions)
NO water aerobics March 1st
Time: 7:00pm-8:00pm

Location: HS Pool
Fee: $26 or $3 per night at the pool
(Senior Citizen rate is half price)

Important!!
Community Ed. Class Cancellations

Senior Citizen Passes
Residents of Holdingford School #738 who are
60 years or over are eligible to receive a Senior Citizen Pass.
This pass will entitle the holder to attend free
of charge District #738 athletic events, concerts which
are scheduled in the school district, and pay half price
(plus materials) for qualifying community ed. classes.
This pass will not be good for activities scheduled outside of the district such as athletic contests or
for tournament games held within the district.
Each pass should be signed by the holder and
presented at the gate for athletic events, plays and
concerts, and noted when registering for community
education classes.
Any district Senior Citizen who has not received a pass and would like one should contact the
Community Education office at 320-746-4465.
We hope these passes will allow more people a
greater opportunity to use our school facilities!

Winter is approaching and it is important to listen to the
radio if there is questionable weather.
When school or evening activities are canceled for any
reason, all Community Education classes and programs will
also be postponed. This includes adult programs. If school is
canceled, Husker Kids’ Zone childcare program is closed. If
school closes early then Kids’ Zone will remain open until all
students are picked up.
You can email Kendra.posch@isd738.org with any
questions.
Listen to the following radio stations for school closing
announcements:
KASM 1150 AM
KCLD 1450 FM
WJON 1240 AM
WWJO 98.1 FM
WYRQ 92.1 FM

32

Helping Hands
Elder Adult Exercise Programs
Tai Ji Quan Exercise: low-impact exercise to improve balance and strength, Tuesdays 1:00 – 2:00, Fridays 9:30 a.m. – 10:30
a.m. Holdingford Legion Club.
Low-impact exercise and line dancing: every Wednesday, 9:15 a.m. – 10:45, Holdingford City Center
Elder Adult Activity Programs
I CAN prevent Diabetes Class: learn valuable information for preventing/delaying diabetes, class meets weekly starting January 24th, 6:30 p.m. Holdingford Legion Club.
Alzheimer’s Disease Education: Free mini-cognitive screenings available, information ranging from the 10 signs of Alzheimer’s to how to be a friend to someone with Alzheimer’s. Speakers can be arranged for group presentations.
Health and Wellness Education: Helping Hands offers a variety of programs designed to support active aging within our community. Programs include Matter of Balance™, Powerful Tools for Caregivers™ and Dementia education programs.
Lunch & Learn: first Wednesday of the month, Holdingford Legion Club, 2:00 – 4:00, socializing, entertainment, health education and meal, free will offering.
Contact Helping Hands at 320-746-9960 for more information.

Open Basketball

Indoor Walking at

Sundays, January 29

Holdingford High School

February 12, 19 and 26

The Holdingford High School halls are open

The high school gym will be open for basketball

for walking on the days when school is in session

on Sunday afternoons from 2-4pm. Tennis shoes are re-

from 3:30 pm—6:30pm. You must register with

th

quired in the gym. Students under 7 grade must be ac-

Community Ed. And pay $1.00 to obtain a walking

companied by an adult. Basketballs will be provided but

badge. No walking when school is not in session

you may bring your own. Enter door #1, sign in and pay.

or when conferences are scheduled. Badges must

No loitering allowed.

be worn. Adults only please.

Fee: $2.00 per person or $5 a family.
*The school is also open for adults to walk laps during
this time and it is free of charge if you have a walking
pass. You can obtain a walking pass from the Community
Ed. office.
Listen to local radio stations for weather related closings.
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Rain Barrels
Rain barrels harvest rain water from roofs and other structures that can then be
used to water gardens, lawns, and potted plants. Installing a rain barrel is an excellent
way to reduce run-off and pollution as well as save MONEY! As much as 40% of
residential water is used for irrigation in the summer. Participants will learn the ins
and outs of rain barrels, site selection, and other tips to use rain barrels most efficiently. There will be several rain barrels given away as door prizes, as well as rain
barrels to purchase.
Date: Thursday, March 30th
Time: 6:30pm-7:30pm
Location: High School LMC
Fee: $11
Minimum: 8
Instructor: Adam Hjelm
Deadline to Register: March 22

Composting Basics
Composting is nature’s way of recycling; keeps waste out of
landfills, and it fertilizes without chemicals. It’s a great way to turn
fruit, vegetable and yard trimmings into a dark, crumbly fertile
soil. Make your garden happy and help the environment. Participants
will receive an informational folder full of great publications, and several door prizes will be given away from local plant specialists.
Date: Thursday, April 27th
Time: 6:30pm-7:30pm
Location: HS LMC
Fee: $11
Minimum: 8
Instructor: Adam Hjelm
Deadline to Register: April 19

Landscaping with Native Flowers and Grasses
Learn how to put down some roots and use native plants in
your landscaping, flower gardens, and everywhere else. We will
help identify some of our favorite natives for a wide variety of
soils, shade levels, and overall hardiness. Also learn some easy
ways to integrate native plants into your current landscaping, or
start a whole new project. Participants will receive a free native
plant book and there will be several gift certificates from local
nurseries given away as door prizes.
Date: Tuesday, May 2nd

Senior Citizen Passes
Residents of Holdingford School #738
who are 60 years or over are eligible to receive a
Senior Citizen Pass.
This pass will entitle the holder to attend
free of charge District #738 athletic events, concerts which are scheduled in the school district,
and pay half price (plus materials) for qualifying
community ed. classes.
This pass will not be good for activities
scheduled outside of the district such as athletic
contests or for tournament games held within the
district.

Time: 6:30pm-7:30pm
Location: HS LMC
Fee: $11

Each pass should be signed by the holder
and presented at the gate for athletic events,
plays and concerts, and noted when registering
for community education classes.

Minimum: 8
Instructor: Adam Hjelm
Deadline to Register: April 25

Any district Senior Citizen who has not
received a pass and would like one should contact the Community Education office at 320-7464465.
We hope these passes will allow more
people a greater opportunity to use our school
facilities!
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SUIDS Class

Abusive Head Trauma Class
AHT is a mandated class that all childcare providers, both family and center based, need to attend to
uphold their license in the state. The class is one hour
long and it satisfies the state mandate for providers,
substitutes, and family helpers. Register through Holdingford Community Ed.

Sudden unidentified infant death class is an update from
the SIDS class. This is a state mandated class that all childcare
providers, both family and center based need to uphold their license. The class is one hour long and it satisfies the state mandate for providers, substitutes and family helpers. Register
through Holdingford Community Ed.
Date: Monday, March 13
Time: 7:30pm-8:30pm
Fee: $13
Fee after March 8th: $18
Location: Room C-05
Instructor: Karla Scapanski

Date: Monday, March 13
Time: 6:30pm-7:30pm
Fee: $13
Fee after March 8th: $18
Location: Room C-05
Instructor: Karla Scapanski

Child and Restraint Systems Class
If you are a daycare or foster care provider looking for
the Minnesota required 3-hour Child And Restraint Systems (C.A.R.S.) class, you are in the right spot!
Minnesota requires all daycare and foster care providers* in the state to complete a 3-hour child passenger class in
order to transport children (MN Statute 245A.18).
* This requirement includes family and group family child
care, child care centers, child foster care, and others licensed
by the Department of Human Services that serve children
under nine years of age.
Date: Monday, April 3
Time: 6pm-9pm
Location: Room C-05
Fee: $35
Deadline: March 27
Instructor: Karla Scapanski

CPR/First Aid
In this course you will practice the first aid/CPR
skills needed to obtain a Heartsaver certification card
through the American Heart Association. This includes
basic first aid, one person CPR for infant, child, and adult
with AED. This certification is good for daycare providers.
Date: Wednesday, March 29th
Time: 5:00 pm—9:30 pm
Fee: $60.00
Location: HS LMC
Fee after March 20: $72.00
Maximum Participants: 8
Instructor: Karla Scapanski

Women’s Self Defense:
In this introductory course, participants will discuss, practice, and learn awareness and preventative avoidance
measures that will help lower the risk of an assault. This session will include the basic knowledge of: escapes, strikes and
blocks while gaining confidence and having fun in a relaxed atmosphere. No experience needed. Recommended for any
one ages 13 & Older.
Instructed by: Dawn Opheim
-Owner of Evolution Tae Kwon Do
-4th Degree Black Belt in Tae Kwon Do
-3rd Degree Black Belt in Pressure Point and Control Tactics
-Certified Personal Self Protection Instructor.
Date: Tuesday, March 21
Location: Elementary Gym
Time: 6pm-8pm
Fee: $25
Deadline: March 14
Minimum: 6 participants
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MN Rustic String Art
Art Bar 39 Artists will provide Fun step by step instruction along with all the materials needed to create your very own
MN string art project. :) No experience is needed. Anyone can join! A fun and relaxing evening with friends, snacks,
drinks and creativity!
Date: Monday, February 13
Time: 6:30pm-8:30pm
Location: Rudolph’s Redneck Roost Holdingford MN
Fee: $35
Deadline: February 6

How to Use Essential Oils

Oils and Kids

Essential oils are everywhere...but what are they,
how do you use them and why? Get all your questions
answered and more! I'll cover all of the basics + a few of
my favorite recipes and tricks! You will receive a personalized oil in a roller bottle plus additional reference
materials/recipes.

Worried about using essential oils on your kids? Are
you wondering how to use them and what ones to use? I
will answer your questions and teach you about dilution,
how to use oils, and what oils to use.

Instructor: Kristin Klemmer
Date: Wednesday, March 15th
Time: 6:30-8pm
Location: Elementary Teachers’ Lounge
Fee: $10
Min: 2

Instructor: Kristin Klemmer
Date: Wednesday, April 19th
Time: 6:30-8pm
Location: Elementary Teachers’ Lounge
Fee: $10
Min: 2

Make and Take
Have you always wanted to try all natural recipes but don't have the time? Well...your in luck! We
will have great homemade products that you can use
or give as a gift. Mother's Day is just around the corner. You'll get lots of ideas + get to make 2 products/
gifts: a body spray and multi-purpose cleaner and
take an outdoors spray! Bring your camera (or your
phone) along to take pictures of our other ideas for
reference at home.

Essential oils aren't just for winter. Have plans to go on
a trip? Go fishing? Taking the kids on a picnic? I will go over
the best essential oils to use for those days in the sun and for
the days after. Not just for the adults but for the littles as well.
You will also get reference materials/recipes to take home.

Instructor: Kristin Klemmer
Date: Wednesday, May 10th
Time: 6:30-8pm
Location: Elementary Teachers’ Lounge
Fee: $15
Min: 3

Instructor: Kristin Klemmer
Date: Wednesday, June 7th
Time: 6:30-8pm
Location: Elementary Teachers’ Lounge
Fee: $10
Min: 2

Summer Survival
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American Red Cross Lifeguard Training
Purpose: The primary purpose of the American Red Cross Lifeguarding course is to provide entry-level lifeguard participants
with the knowledge and skills to prevent, recognize and respond to aquatic emergencies and to provide professional-level care
for breathing and cardiac emergencies, injuries and sudden illnesses until emergency medical services (EMS) personnel take
over. This program offers a choice of lifeguarding/First Aid/CPR/AED courses to meet the various training needs of a diverse
audience.
Prerequisites: Candidates must:
1. Be at least 15 years old on or before the final scheduled session of the course.
2. Swim 300 yards, continuously demonstrating breath control and rhythmic breathing. Candidates may swim using
the front crawl, breaststroke, or a combination of both, but swimming on the back or side is not allowed. Swim goggles may
be used.
3. Tread water for 2 minutes, using only legs. Candidates should place their hands under the armpits.
4. Complete a timed event within 1 minute, 40 seconds:
- Starting in the water, swim 20 yards. No Goggles
- Surface dive, feet-first or head first, to a depth of 7 to 10 feet to retrieve a 10-pound object.
- Return to the surface and swim 20 yards on back to return to the starting point with both hands holding the
object and keeping the face at or near the surface so they are able to get a breath.
- Exit the water without using a ladder or steps.
Learning Objectives: Candidates Must:
Meet the age requirement
Demonstrate proficiency in all of the prerequisite skills
Describe the characteristics and responsibilities of a professional lifeguard
Explain how to fulfil the responsibilities of a professional lifeguard
Define certain legal considerations and apply them to situations that might be encountered in lifeguarding
Describe ongoing training for lifeguards
Describe what it means to work as part of a lifeguard and safety team
Describe the role lifeguards play in ensuring facility safety
Identify how to ensure the safety of patrons when weather conditions create safety concerns
Describe the role that facility management plays in facility safety
Describe the drowning process
Identify the behaviours of a swimmer, distressed swimmer, and an active and a passive victim.
Identify and define elements of effective surveillance
Explain proper scanning techniques and identify tactics to overcome scanning challenges
Identify various types of zones of surveillance
Explain how communication with patrons plays a role in preventing
Explain patron surveillance techniques for various activities
Identify how to recognize and care for a victim of poisoning, heat-related illnesses and cold related
Demonstrate the ability to work as a team to implement an EAP, perform a secondary assessment and provide first aid
care.
Identify possible causes of head, neck and spinal injuries on land
Dates: Sundays, March 5, 12, 19, 26
Identify signs and symptoms of head, neck or spinal injuries
Time: 8am-5:00pm
Demonstrate how to care for victims with head, neck or spinal injuries on land Location: Room E22 and Pool
Demonstrate how to perform front and rear head-hold escapes
Fee: $180
Demonstrate how to give in-water ventilations
Deadline: February 21
Demonstrate how to perform quick extrication of a victim from the water
*Bring a bag lunch and Manual
Demonstrate how to care for victims with head, neck and spinal injuries in
shallow and deep water
Demonstrate how to rescue a submerged passive victim in deep water and provide care.
Class Length: 28.5 hours
Certification Requirements:
Attend the entire course and participate in all class sections
Actively participate in all course activities, including assuming various roles during scenarios
Demonstrate competency in all required skills
Pass the final skills scenarios
Successfully pass final written exams with a minimum grade of 80%. If participant fails to reach the minimum a retest
is allowed using the other version if that participant passed the practical assessment.
Certification: Lifeguarding/First Aid/CPR/AED is valid for 2 years
37

Community Education Registration Information
Contact the Community Ed. Office at 320-746-4465 with any questions or email Kendra.posch@isd738.org.
No news is good news! You will only be contacted if your class is cancelled or changed.
Timing is important. The fastest way to cancel a great class is waiting too long to register. If an activity has not met the
minimum number of participants, it is subject to cancellation. This will be determined at the close of the early deadlines.
Registration forms may be mailed to: Holdingford Community Education, PO Box 250, Holdingford, MN 56340. They
may also be dropped in person at the Community Education Office (High School Door #3) or brought to the elementary
office. Please enclose the form and payment in an envelope marked Community Ed. when delivering it to the elementary
office. You may also register online at www.isd738.org.
Checks can be made out to Community Education.
Registrations must be received in the Community Education Office by 4:00 p.m. on the early deadline date to qualify for
the reduced pricing. Registrations received after the deadline date, will need to add $5.00 to the payment.
Registrations will NOT be considered completed until the registration form and correct payment have been received. We
will take registrations over the phone if you have a debit/credit card.
Please keep your newsletter and/or write class dates on your calendar for future reference.
Print all information (especially phone numbers) legibly. It is important to have these numbers if we need to reach you.
Refund Policy
We will issue a full refund if you notify the Community Education Office with cancellations at least 24 hours prior to
the deadline. Late cancellations result in extra expenses for Com. Ed. and the instructors. Classes or programs having multiple
meeting dates will receive prorated refunds.

Holdingford Community Education Registration
Name

Grade

Age

Community Ed. Class

Cost

______

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
TOTAL

______________

Make checks payable to Holdingford Public Schools.
Parent/Guardian _____________________________________

Res. Phone _________________

Address ____________________________________________

Cell Phone _________________

_____________________________________________

Bus. Phone _____________________

Email address ________________________________________________________________________
Participant Special Needs: ______________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact (other than parent): This information is very important for us to have. In case of an injury or illness, we
need a contact if we are unable to get in touch with parents.
Contact Name: _______________________________ Relationship: ____________________ Phone: ___________________
Driver’s Training Full Name: First __________________ Middle _________________ Last ____________________
1st and 2nd Basketball T-shirt: YS YM YL YXL AS

Movie Trip: Sierra Mist
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Orange

Root Beer Water

‘ HERO’ Dance
Grades 1-5
A hero is a person who is admired or idealized. Boys and girls invite your
mother, father, grandparent, special friend or an adult you consider your hero
to this fun event!

Saturday, March 4, 2017
3:00PM-5:00PM

Professional DJ,

Register As a Couple:

Activities, Dancing,

$25/couple
$15 additional child

Pictures, Snacks and

Deadline to Register:
February 24

Beverages Included!!!!

Location: Intermediate Gym and Student Lounge
Community Education Hero Dance Registration
Child Name: _________________________Grade:___ Adult Name: ___________________________
Address: ______________________________________________ Phone: _______________________
Email: __________________________________________

Circle Additional Child: Yes+$15

Additional Child Name: ___________________________ Grade:_____
Checks Payable to Community Education
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No

Amount Enclosed: ______

Bulk Rate

Holdingford Public Schools

US Postage Paid

PO Box 250

Non-Profit Org

Holdingford, MN 56340

Permit No. 18
Holdingford, MN

Or Current Resident

Please Note

Help Wanted

If you have any of these changes, please
notify Jessica Rausch in the high school office
(320-746-4304) or Sharon Breth in the elementary office (320-746-4462).
Changes in marital status.
Change of address.
Death of someone that receives school
mail.
This will help us keep records up to date
and mailings current. In the case of separation
or divorce, both parents will receive information
if we have the addresses.

The city of Holdingford is looking for a group,
organization or individual that would be interested in
setting up summer recreation at the City Softball Park.
The city would like to see the ball park and volleyball
area used and enjoyed more fully. This could involve
softball/ volleyball leagues, weekend tournaments and
other sporting events. The city is open to suggestions,
please contact city hall, 746-2966 if you are interested.
Submitted By: Susan Marstein, Mayor

Wrestlers to Host 5th Annual
Chili Feed and Raffle
Saturday, February 11th the Husker wrestlers will
be having a free will donation chili feed at the Pelican Lake
Ball Room. Chili will be served from 5 to 8. Door prizes will
be drawn throughout the evening and the night will be concluded with the Wrestler’s Cash Raffle, Scot Storm painting
and Quilt Raffle drawing at 8:00.

Husker Kids’ Zone
Students attending Husker Kids’ Zone enjoyed
playing outside over holiday break.

Come and enjoy some good food and prizes in support of the Husker Wrestling Team.

Youth Communtiy Ed. Event Dates!
Boys’ Basketball Holdingford Tournament- February 11th
Girls’ Basketball Holdingford Tournament- February 18th
Spring Just For Kix Dance Show- April 23rd

Enrolment is now open for Summer Husker Kids’
Zone. The parent handbook and registration information
can be found on the school website www.ISD738.org
under Community Education or call 320-746-4465 to
have it mailed to you. Husker Kids’ Zone is open daily in
the summer from 6:45am-6pm and available to students in
grades K-6 during the 2016-17 school year.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
APRIL 11, 2017
PLEASE SEND ARTICLES TO
KENDRA.POSCH@ISD738.ORG
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