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Meet our new teachers in the district! The new teachers had an orientation on August 26 

where they learned about district resources, expectations, school programs including the Skyward system, and district 

expectations. The new teachers also met their mentors, took part in relationship-building activities, and enjoyed a tour of 

Holdingford. The group is looking forward to a great year!  

Teachers from left to right: 
Carrie Jendro (Jr./Sr. High School Language Arts), Michelle Schumer (Jr./Sr. High School Special Education), Kyle Klepel (Jr./Sr. 
High School Band), Rachel Gruendemann (Jr./Sr. High School Choir), Lisa Falk (Elementary Title I), Shelby Rosenberger (Second 
Grade), Nathan Anderson (Jr./Sr. High School Science), Alyssa Kerfeld (Sixth Grade), Jena Nitz (Jr./Sr. High School Science), 
Taylor Peck (Jr./Sr. High School Industrial Technology & Agriculture)  

DISTRICT NEWS 
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Greetings from Holdingford Public School!  
It has been a very busy start to the school year and things are off to a great start. I have really enjoyed the energy we 
have seen in the building. The students and staff have been amazing and such a pleasure to work with on a daily basis.  
  
Our fall activities are as busy as ever. The volleyball, football, swimming/diving, and cross country teams have been 
hard at work and are gearing up for postseason play. Good luck to all! The fall play cast/crew are putting the final 
touches on their production of ñNifty-Fifties Malt Shop Murderò. I am looking forward to this and encourage you all to 
take in one of the performances. The curtain will go up on Friday, October 28 at 7:00 PM, twice on Saturday, October 
29th at 2:00 PM and 7:00 PM, and Sunday, October 30th  at 2:00 PM.  
  
Holdingford School is looking for a few parent volunteers to attend the Worldôs Best Workforce Committee meeting. 
The meeting will be held at a yet to be determined date in November. The meeting will review the goals from the last 
year and shouldnôt be a terribly long meeting. If you are interested in being a possible member, please contact Linda 
Zapzalka (746-4307) at the school. 
  
We are midway through the 1st quarter and while things are going great, we are being stretched to great lengths due to 
the shortage of subs across the board. By far our biggest area of concern is with teacher and para subs.  Please contact 
Linda at the number listed above.  
  
As we near the end of fall, I hate to remind you that winter is just around the corner. Minnesota weather is sometimes 
difficult to predict; it is essential that parents/guardians anticipate and prepare for school closings, delayed openings, and 
early dismissals.  The area public school districts follow a coordinated plan to better ensure the safety of our 
children.  The National Weather Service and other forecasting agencies issue various winter weather statements, 
watches, and warnings.  We use these statements to determine if weather conditions may cause a late start, full day 
cancellation or an early dismissal from school. As always the safety of our students and staff is our prime concern. If 
cancellations/dismissals are needed, please pay attention to our SkyAlert announcements, local TV and Radio, and 
Facebook for the latest news.   
 
Submitted by Chris Swenson, Superintendent 

ERIC & EVELYN MARTINI 

Ed Feia 

Elissa Ebnet 

Lori Opatz 

Sarah Binek 

Rob Knettel 

Evelyn Martini 

Pat Meier 

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS: 

Chris Swenson | Superintendent 

Jim Stang | Elementary Principal 

Tim Wege | High School Principal 

ADMINISTRATION: 

Holdingford Public Schools 

PO Box 250 

Holdingford, MN 56340 

 

320-746-2221 

www.isd738.org 

Follow us on Facebook! 

 @Holdingford Public Schools 
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Upcoming Early Childhood Parent Involvement Nights 

¶ Holiday Event : Saturday, December 3, 2022 

¶ Library Night : Thursday, January 12, 2023 

More Information will be shared as the events get closer! 

** The school board approved a change to the school calendar at the October 19th meeting. 

The last day of school before winter break will now be December 22nd. The first day back 

from winter break will now be January 3rd. This change is for Kindergarten-12th grade. 
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Holdingford American  

Legion 

Post 211 

Open Thursdayï Saturday 5pm-1am 

Sundays 4pm-12am 

Bar Bingo Thursdays,  

September to April, 7pm 

The following individuals were nominated by their collogues to represent Holdingford at the Educational Support 

Staff Banquet on November 16. The Educational Support Staff Recognition Event is an opportunity to recognize and 

honor those School Support personnel who go above and beyond their required duties.  This event is intended to be a 

purposeful selection of School Support personnel who provide outstanding service within your school system.   

Sue Wentland 

Melissa Hartung 

Jena Nelson 

Mary Wallenstein 

Congratulations to the nominees, thanks for everything you do for Holdingford! 

Congratulations to the 2022 Leadership in Educational Excellence Award winners for Holdingford Schools. These 
individuals will be recognized at a banquet on November 2nd in St. Cloud! 

Katie Auer 
Joe Rosenberger 
Chad Haugen 
Ashley Koester 

These teachers have been nominated by their colleagues for being an outstanding educator. Thanks for representing 
Holdingford and being a part of our great teaching staff! 

Job Opportunities at Holdingford 
Public Schools: 
 
¶ Teacher Full Time Substitute 

¶ Secondary Paraprofessional 

¶ Evening Custodian 

¶ Bus Driver 

¶ Kid Zone Assistant (18+) 

¶ Flexible Subs needed for Custodial, Paraprofessional, & Teachers  
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HIRING! 
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Holdingford Lioness Club Sets ñGifts for Joyò Project 

The Holdingford Lioness Club is once again sponsoring its ñGifts for Joyò project. This is a free service offered to area 

families in need that enables them to provide Christmas gifts for their children who are 18 years old or younger. 

Families will be given individualized merchandise gift certificates from local business owners to use to purchase 

Christmas gifts for their children.  

Any family that will need help in providing their children Christmas gifts, is asked to contact the Holdingford Lioness 

Club Before November 18, 2022  

by sending a letter to:       Or by calling 

ñGifts for Joyò       Bonnie at 320-761-0627 

PO Box 205       Deb at 320-492-8877 

Holdingford, MN 56340  

Holdingford Area Businesses will be handing out treats to Trick or Treaters who are in costume on  Monday, October 

31, 2022 from 3:30 PMð5:30 PM. Participating businesses will be marked with  

a Trick or Treat flag.  

Participating businesses include: 

American Legions    A Healthy Glo     

Everything Signs    Holdingford Hardware   

Heart & Sol Wellness    Holdingford Fire & Rescue    

Holdingford Gas & Grocery  Doug Legattï We haul for You 

Holdingford Mill   Holdingford Municipal Liquor Store 

Hyatt House     Jimôs Snowmobile    

Jodi Photography    Magnifi Financial   

My Salon    Rudolphôs Redneck Roost 

Two Rivers Enterprise   Scegura insurance   

Stearns Bank      

This Event is made possible by  

The Holdingford Area Chamber of Commerce.  

Thank you for supporting the local businesses that support your community! 

HAPPY HALLOWEEN!  

TRICK OR TREAT 
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First, a big thank you to students and parents for your help in getting this school year off to a solid start. I have really 

enjoyed getting to know the students as they participate in their classes and activities at Holdingford High School. 

Homecoming week was Sept 26th - Sept 30th and I was impressed with the high number of students participating in 

dress up days, class and homeroom competitions, and the dance. School should be a place where students work hard and 

play hard, and homecoming week showed how Huskers do that. I want to thank the Student Council and their advisors 

for all the work they did to make it a memorable experience for the students. 

 

Holdingford High School continues to offer resources for students who need support. Targeted Services is offered for 7th 

and 8th graders after school on Mondays and Wednesdays to provide extra help with skills, organization, and homework 

support. PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention Strategies) is used to help reinforce a culture of belonging and reward 

students for showing the Husker Strong characteristics. SEL focuses on good decision making, anti-bullying, and 

improving yourself. We hope these programs, along with other opportunities, help Holdingford students grow 

educationally and socially. On Thursday November 10th we will welcome Reggie Dabbs for an assembly helping 

students with a message of resilience and focusing on their future. He is one of the most sought after school speakers in 

America and we hope the students will enjoy his humor, music, and message.  

 

As we move through the fall season, I encourage parents to keep supporting your child to do well in school.. There will 

be struggles, but those are opportunities to grow and learn to take on the challenges ahead of them. Thanks for all you do 

to help make our school a better place. 

 

Submitted by Tim Wege, High School Principal 

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

 

*Senior pictures and baby pictures need to be submitted to Ms. Wolford by December, 1st 2022. All pictures 

need to be submitted digitally, through email. Please send pictures to: tara.wolford@isd738.org. Should you 

have a delay in your pictures, please email her as soon as possible. 

*Order your seniorôs yearbook right away! Yearbooks will be cheapest during the fall and will increase in cost 

as the year goes on. Yearbooks can be purchased by going to jostensyearbooks.com. Yearbooks can no longer 

be purchased at the high school. 

*All yearbook orders need to be placed by February, 28th, 2023. No extra copies will be ordered so be sure to 

place an order before the deadline.  

*Yearbook recognition ads are a great way for parents, families, and friends to commemorate student 

achievement and important milestones. If you are interested in creating an ad for your senior, please do so by 

December, 31st 2022. More information will be available in the fall.  

YEARBOOK INFORMATION: 

http://jostensyearbooks.com/
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HUSKER HOMECOMING 

2022 

Holdingford Husker Homecoming Court 2022 

back: Justin Anderson, Cyril Feia, Blake Welle, Ryder Petersen 
middle: Laina Hoac, Trista Popp, Ellie Sand, Brooklyn Bruns 
front: Abby Streit, Connor Patrick 


