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Summer Recreation 2021 
A huge THANK YOU to the coaches and volunteers this summer! 

Summer Recreation pictures continued on page 32. 

School Board 

Ben Christensen 

Pat Meier 

Evelyn Martini 

Lori Opatz 

Robert Knettel 

Elissa Ebnet 

Russ Wolter 

 Administration     

Chris Swenson, Superintendent 

Angela Safran, High School Principal 

Jim Stang, Elementary Principal 

Holdingford Schools: 320-746-2221 

www.isd738.org 

Follow us on Facebook 
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 Superintendentôs News 
 

Hello from Holdingford Public School! Summer is halfway over and we are weeks into planning for the up-
coming school year. Even though it is summer there is a lot going on in the school these days. Summer school 
is taking place and the teachers and students are working hard to become even more prepared for the new 
school year. Summer cleaning is going great and the custodial workers will have the building ready well in 
advance of school starting in August.   
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to touch on a few topics that are of importance for the upcoming school 
year.  
 
Return to Normal 
The last 18 months have been pretty unconventional. As much as our students, staff, and parents did all they 
could to make things seem like normal, they were anything but normal. The start of the school year is over a 
month away and we are going through our summer planning with the goal of getting back to normal. We look 
forward to smiling faces and our students and staff building those relationships which are so important to the 
educational process. If the last year has taught me anything, it is that I work to not take things for granted. 
The start of a school year can be exciting but routine. I wholeheartedly am looking forward to that routine 
again and will cherish every moment of it. I appreciate the cooperation we all exhibited throughout the last 
year and hope that it will soon be a distant memory.  
 
New to the District? 
If you have just moved into the district or are looking for a change of scenery for your child/ren, please con-
tact the school (HS ï 746-4309 or Elem ï 746-4461) to get information about registering and a school tour. 
Our team is always excited about giving tours of the school and discussing the exciting things that take place 
here! 
 
Holdingford Endowment 
Every year I feel it is important to inform people of the group of Holdingford community members who have 
been working hard to establish a scholarship fund for Holdingford graduates. The rising cost of college is be-
coming a growing concern for everyone and the mission of the Endowment Fund is to maintain a growing 
source of financial and academic support for our local students. Created as a non-profit in 2013, continued 
efforts are being made to keep working towards a goal of raising $3.5 million. That would be enough money 
to earn the interest income to generate $2,500 for each graduate. The Endowment Foundation was able to 
award 24 $500 scholarships this past spring to Holdingford graduating seniors. If you are interested in learn-
ing more or making a donation please refer to the website at: www.holdingfordscholarship.org. 
 
Free and Reduced Lunch 
The federal lunch program was different for the 20-21 school year and much will stay the same for the 21-22 
school year. Meals will be free for our students. That problem is, since meals were free, there was a dramatic 
decrease in families who chose to fill out the free/reduced lunch application. Did you know free and reduced 
lunch participation is also linked to other dollars that come to the school district? For that reason itôs im-
portant that we accurately report our eligibility. Please fill out the application and return it in the fall so we 
can receive the reimbursement dollars associated with this program. The decrease we saw in 20-21 will in 
turn hurt the schoolôs funding sources that are tied to the Free/Reduced numbers. It is not more important than 
ever to complete those forms and we have staff who are willing to help you through the process.  
 
Many families qualify for free and reduced lunches. The application is 
included in this newsletter and will be available at the ñback to schoolò 
nights. The information on the application is confidential and only the 
business manager reviews it to determine eligibility.  
 
Chris Swenson, Ed. D. 
Superintendent  
Holdingford Public School 
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District News 

Holdingford Public School 

Employment Opportunities 
- Business Office Administrative Assistant  

- Husker Kidsô Zone Assistants 

- Elementary Special Education Teacher 

- School Nutrition Services Director  

- School Nutrition Services Assistants 

- Preschool Paraprofessional 

- Bus Driver  

Questions call Linda @ 320-746-4307 For full posting go to: http://www.isd738.org/employment.html 

Transportation Information 

 Parents or guardians will be contacted if your students AM or PM bus stop 
time has changed by more than 5 minutes from the previous year.  The Transpor-
tation Department needs to be notified before Wednesday, August 18, 2021 of any 
changes (new families, have you moved, daycare change).  Drivers will contact 
you after they get their assignments on Wednesday, August 25, 2021.  Students 
are expected to be at the bus stop five minutes before their scheduled pick up 
time.  If students decide to walk to school, please have them use marked cross-
walks and the pedestrian walkway.  If there is no transportation change from the 

previous year, you will not be contacted.   

 It is discouraged for students to ride another bus than they are as-
signed, but if its necessary, they must have written permission from par-
ents or guardians.   

 Changes must be made before Wednesday, August 18, 2021.  As 
always, there is no eating, drinking or chewing gum on the bus.   

Submitted by Rodney Ebnet, Transportation Director  320-746-4464 

Holdingford Public School Board Filing Dates 

The period for filing affidavits of candidacy for the office 
of school board member will begin on July 27th, 2021 and 
close on August 10th, 2021. An affidavit of candidacy 
must be filed in the office of the school district clerk (900 
5th St. Holdingford, MN 56340 enter door #3) and the $2 
filing fee paid prior to 5:00 o'clock p.m. on August 10th, 
2021.  

The general election will be held on Tuesday, November 
2nd, 2021. At that election, three members will be elected 
to the School Board for terms of four (4) years each.  

Question call the District Office at 320-746-4307. 

Bus Driver Retirement 
Congratulations to George Platz on 
his Retirement From Bus Driving! 
Mr. Platz has been with the District 
for 50+ years. Transportation Direc-
tor Rodney Ebnet and the District 
would like to thank Mr. Platz for his 
dedication and service with the Dis-
trict and wishes him well in his next 
chapter. 
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Back to School Notes from the Nursesô Office 
 
Hello from your Husker School Nurses!  We hope you are all having a wonderful summer with your loved 
ones, making lots of happy memories and enjoying the sunshine, long days, lake stays, and campfire 
nights.  Itôs crazy to think that the summer months are half over, but we are excited to get back to school and 
(hopefully) a bit more normalcy than we had last year.  We truly miss our students and their families!   
 
Students with Special Health Care Needs 
If your child has a health condition (i.e., diabetes, epilepsy, life threatening allergies, etc.) or needs special 
care during the school day, such as medication, treatments, or monitoring, please contact the school nurses 
PRIOR TO the first day of school.  The health offices will be open part time during the week of August 
23rd, and full time during the week of August 30th.  Please feel free to call or email (see contact information 
below) so that we can create an individual health care plan for your child.  Our studentsô safety is our number 
one priority!  
 
Immunizations 
All students are required to have an updated immunization record on file in order to attend school.  Boosters 
are typically given before kindergarten and again before 7th grade; however, occasionally we find students in 
other grades to be missing one or two immunizations.  Please contact your doctorôs office to ensure that your 
child is up-to-date.  If you still have questions, please contact us and we will do our best to help.   
 
All students in grades K - 6 should have the following immunizations: 

¶ DTaP/DT:  5 doses (or 4 doses, if the 4th dose was given after the 4th birthday)   

¶ Polio (IVP):  4 doses (or 3 doses, if the 3rd dose was given after the 4th birthday) 

¶ Hepatitis B:  3 doses 

¶ MMR:  2 doses 

¶ Varicella:  2 doses (or documentation of the chickenpox disease) 
 
Students in grades 7 - 12 should have all of the above immunizations, as well as a dose of Tdap (usually given 
before 7th grade).  Students in grades 7 - 11 should also have one dose of the meningococcal (MCV) vaccine 
(usually given before 7th grade).  A booster dose should be given at age 16, so students in grade 12 should 
have two doses of MCV.  
 
If your child is unable to receive any or all of the above listed immunizations (for conscientious or medical 
reasons), please be sure that we have a signed and notarized exemption form on file.  If you are having diffi-
culty scheduling an appointment prior to the first day of school, please contact us ASAP.  Thank you!  
 
Please send extra clothes for all K - 6 students! 
Students of all ages and sizes frequently come to the nurseôs office in search of clean, dry clothes, and our 
supply is quite limited.  Even if your child is too old to have an accident in the bathroom (although Iôve 
learned to never say never!), please remember that clothes can rip in unsightly places, milk and juice spills 
occur in the cafeteria, and muddy puddles attract both little and big feet alike!  Itôs very helpful if your child 
keeps an extra set of clothes in his/her backpack, cubby, or locker.  Please include a pair of shorts or pants 
(switch out one for the other depending on weather), underwear, socks, and a shirt. 
 
Contact Information 
Kristen Bruns, School Nurse kristen.bruns@isd738.org 
Kaitlyn Thell, Assistant School Nurse kaitlyn.thell@isd738.org 
Elementary Health Office (320) 746-4369 
High School Health Office (320) 746-4368 
 

mailto:kristen.bruns@isd738.org
mailto:kaitlyn.thell@isd738.org
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Important Lunch Information 
If your family participated in Free or Reduced 

price lunches in the past, you need to apply again each 
school year.  Please be sure to take care of this as soon as 
possible.  While all students will receive meals at no cost 
again this school year, other benefits such as reduced ac-
tivity fees, computer protection fees and the federal P-
EBT program require a new application each year.   The 
number of children who qualify for free or reduced meals, 
whether or not they eat school meals, determines the 
amount of funding the district receives for a variety of ser-
vices outside of foodservice so it is to everyoneôs benefit 
to submit an application your family qualifies. 

The application for meal benefits is included in 
this newsletter for your convenience as well as on the 
Food Service page of the District website and also availa-
ble in Skyward Family Access from August 10th until mid 
September.  If you need another application or have ques-
tions while filling it out, contact  Foodservice or District 
Office.  Keep in mind that if you do not qualify now but 
your circumstances change such as an increase in family 
size or a job change that reduces your income, you may 
apply at any time during the school year.  Your financial 
information is always kept confidential. 

Food Service News 

Special Diet Requests 
Modified diets may be provided to 

students who have allergies or special needs 
depending on the condition that necessitates 
the substitutions.  Some requests require a 
physicianôs signature.  Lactose reduced milk 
is available to students who need it by send-
ing a parent note with the student.  If your 
child requires any diet modification, please 
contact the Foodservice Office at 746-4328 
as soon as possible for more information 
and the appropriate paperwork.  For stu-
dents who have previously been provided 
special diets, please let us know that he or 
she is planning to eat school meals again 
this year so that our staff is ready for your 
child on the first day of school.  A new phy-
sician signature may be required if there are 
any changes to your childôs diet. 
 

School Meal Changes 21-22 
 While the last year and a half have 
necessitated a lot of adjustments, school 
meals will look different, but no less deli-
cious, this fall.  The common theme at meal 
time will be to simplify in order to make sure 
each student is served a safe, healthy meal in 
accordance with federal, state and county reg-
ulations.  All students will be offered the 
same entree at lunch rather than a choice of 
two to speed up the line and accommodate 
the server needing to serve more items that 
were self-service in the past such as hot vege-
tables.  High school students will have the 
option of a chef salad as an alternative en-
tree.  All items not served directly to students 
by staff will be individually wrapped unless 
guidance from the local health department 
would allow otherwise.  Condiments may  be 
packaged or served to students.   The menus 
are planned to emphasize items that are per-
ennial favorites.  Breakfast service will likely 
look a lot like last school year and delicious 
as ever with the addition of a couple new 
items.  Families can check the menus at 
www.isd738.nutrislice.com.  While the food-
service team was happy to provide sack 
meals during the distance learning as needed 
last year,, everyone is hoping to serve hot 
food directly to smiling students in Septem-
ber. 

Offer vs. Serve 
The foodservice program participates in Offer vs. 

Serve at all grade levels.   Offer vs. Serve is a USDA pro-
gram designed to give the student more control over what 
is on his/her plate promoting student satisfaction and re-
ducing waste.   All students are offered the full amount of 
all required food components of each meal.  Students must 
select at least İ cup fruit and/or vegetable plus at least 2 
other items and may decline other items.  Some items, such 
as pizza, may include multiple food groups and count as 
more than one item. All meals will be claimed as a unit 
whether the student takes as many choices as possible or 
says ñno thank-youò to several.   Please encourage your 
child to use Offer vs. Serve to take as much as they plan to 
eat and avoid waste by not selecting items they do not plan 
to eat. 
 

http://www.isd738.nutrislice.com
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