
Minutes for November 12, 2025 
Regular School Board Meeting 

 
Chair Lori Opatz called the regular meeting of the School Board of Independent School District #738 to order at 6:00 
PM in the meeting room. 
                         
Members present: Evelyn Martini, Ben Christensen, Lori Opatz, and Rob Knettel, Student Board Rep Afton Scegura. 
Members absent: Pat Meier, Ed Feia, Nicole Burg. Meier arrived at 6:15 PM. 
 
Also attending was: Superintendent Chris Swenson, and Linda Zapzalka District Adm. Assistant. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Motion by Christensen, second by Rob Knettel, to approve the amended agenda. Remove: 7.2. to hire John M. 
Diehl Jr; Add Items: 6.4. Cancel closed session; 7.8. Authorization to hire Kari Dombrovoski for a LTS 6th Grade 
Teacher position; 7.9. Approval of a lane change for Steven Theis.  Motion carried. All In Favor (AIF).    
  
Motion by Martini, second by Christensen, to approve the consent agenda. Items in the consent agenda included: 
approval of the Minutes from 10/13/25 regular mtg; approval of the schedule of bills in the amount of $464,943.98. 
Computer checks approved #58672 through #58789, and #31449 through #31462 in the amount of $3,394.71; approval 
of the electronic transfers for October, 2025, totaling $339,018.21; acknowledgement of the Treasurer's Report balance 
per books $6,080,378.62; approval of Policy 606.5 Library Materials; approval of Policy 620 Credit for Learning; 
approval of Policy 621 Literacy And The Read Act; approval of Policy 624 Online Instruction; approval of 2025-26 
Winter Coaches; approval of 2025-26 Winter Com. Ed. Instructors and Coaches;  accepted the following donations:$200 
from Magnifi to Community Ed, 414 from Holdingford Food Shelf for Preschool Milk and Snacks, $400 from Affinity 
Plus Credit Union to SPED Bowling, $1000 From PTA to the Elementary Activity, $50 from Grayson and Cara Willey 
to Social Worker, $1000 from the Vikings Foundation for Football. 
On Roll Call voting in favor: Martini, Christensen, Opatz, and Knettel. Voting against: None. Motion carried.  
Chair Opatz recognized and thanked all Donators for their tremendous generosity!  
 
Chair Opatz welcomed fellow board members, student board rep, and administration. 

Superintendent Swenson talked about the hectic Tuesday. morning with the broken water main, sending students 
home right after the Veteran’s Program and planning for the elearning day for Wed. The water line is all fixed and 
school will be back in session on Thursday. He informed the Board that the dog was captured by the Retriever 
group Mon. evening and was taken to the Tri-County Humane Society on Tuesday. Mr. Swenson added  kudos to 
Mr. Roberts, Ms. Blackbird and the FFA Students for a great Veterans Day Presentation. 

Student Board Rep Afton Scegura reported Maggie Gross has made it to State in Swimming and the Football 
Team also made it to State Semifinals. She added that the new School Links program is extremely helpful for 
seniors and she is super excited for the addition of the Culinary Club. 

Business Manager report given by Mr. Swenson. He informed the Board that the District will be using contracted 
services to handle family paid medical leave paperwork & tracking and a reminder to keep thinking about the 
HVAC project. 

Business:  
Motion by Christensen, second by Knettel, to adopt the Resolution Canvassing Returns Of Votes Cast For ISD 
No. 738 School Board Election. With a total of 59 voters voting at said election and Sarah Hansen,  



Patrick J. Meier and Benjamin Christensen were elected to the board for four year terms starting the first Monday 
in January of 2026. On Roll Call voting in favor: Martini, Christensen, Opatz, Knettel, and Meier.  
Voting against: None. Motion carried.  
 
Motion by Martini, second by Christensen, to adopt the Resolution Authorizing Issuance Of Certificate Of Election And 
Directing School District Clerk To Perform Other Election Related Duties. On Roll Call voting in favor: Martini, 
Christensen, Opatz, Knettel, and Meier. Voting against: None. Motion carried.  
 
Motion by Martini, second by Meier, to approve the Co-op with St. Cloud Crush in Boys Hockey. Motion carried. AIF.  
 
Motion by Christensen, second by Knettel, to cancel the Closed Negotiation Session that was scheduled to follow 
tonight's meeting. Motion carried. AIF.  
 
Personnel: 
Motion by Knettel, second by Christensen, to increase Food Service Employee Joan Boeckermann’s hours from 4 to 5 
hours a day starting 10/27/2025. Motion carried. AIF.  
 
Motion by Christensen, second by Martini, to hire Paige Gardner for a  Kids’ Zone Assistant position with a start date of 
10/27/2025. Motion carried. AIF.  
 
Motion by Christensen, second by Knettel, to hire Carlie Kedrowski at Para starting wage +10% to cover Jill Pesta’s 
Classroom from approximately 1/5/2026 through 4/29/2026. Motion carried. AIF.  
 
Motion by Martini, second by Meier, to accept the resignation from Custodian John Diehl Jr effective 10/28/2025. 
Motion carried. AIF.  
 
Motion by Meier, second by Christensen, to approve the 2025-2027 Contract Agreement with Custodians. Mr. Swenson 
summarized the settlement agreement which totals 6% over the two years. Motion carried. AIF.  
 
Motion by Martini, second by Knettel, to approve the 2025-2027 Contract Agreement with Educational Assistants. Mr. 
Swenson summarized the settlement agreement which totals 6% over the two years. Motion carried. AIF.  
 
Motion by Meier, second by Christensen, to hire Kari Dombrovski for the 6th Grade LTS position at MS30 Step 1 from 
approximately 2/18/2026 to 4/29/2026. Motion carried. AIF.  
 
Motion by Knettel, second by Christensen, to approve the lane change for Steven Theis from MS20 to MS30 effective at 
the start of quarter three of the 2025-26 school year. Motion carried. AIF.  
 
A review of the upcoming meeting dates took place. 
​ Work Session Wednesday, Dec. 3, 2025 @ 6:00 PM Meeting Room 
​ Board Meeting Monday Dec. 10, 2025 @ 6:00 PM Meeting Room 
​ ​ Special Meeting Jan. 7, 2026 @ 6:00 PM Meeting Room 
 
Adjourn  
Agenda completed at 5:37 PM. A motion to adjourn was made by Christensen and seconded by Knettel. 
Motion carried. AIF. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by  
Clerk Patrick Meier 


