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All things aside…I self admit, and so does Ms. Stang...I am not quite right…You see I share often and truly
believe…the BEST day of summer is our first day back to school. Amen! Hallelujah! Doors are open,
hallways beam with Husker smiles, friendship, and an excitement to learn. We have a great staff, the world's
best kiddos and supportive families. Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year! We are off to a FANTASTIC
start! Thank you for making Open House a family priority. Thank you for sharing your children with us, for
trusting us, for letting us be part of your family and life! It is an honor and a privilege to be your elementary
principal. Thank you for supporting our teaching staff and our school. Thank you for supporting your
child’s education!
Back to school expenses seem to be forever increasing. I want to thank each and every family for doing their
best to get their children ready for a phenomenal year of learning. New shoes, backpacks, old friends, and
new families dot the Husker Elementary landscape. Shining even brighter are your family’s strong character
and commitment to school safety. The positive energy, smiles, hugs, and hopes for a fantastic school year
speak volumes for our fantastic school district. Husker Pride and Husker Happiness work hand in hand to
create a positive school experience.
Once again our building shines with Husker Pride, our classrooms look beautiful, we are technologically
competitive, and our school is filled with Minnesota’s finest educators and support staff. A huge Husker
thank you goes out to our super custodial staff to our supportive families. Over 98% of our families attended
Open House. Wow!
In order to fill this year with learning and laughter, your Holdingford Elementary family asks you to support
us by keeping lines of communication open, assisting as needed with homework, and helping your child
make appropriate choices, socially and academically. For high quality and effective learning to take
place, every child needs to be at school on time and ready to learn. Good attendance is a must at
Holdingford Elementary. Simply stated, when parents and children choose home over school, our
educational system of excellence is at risk for failure and creates huge gaps in learning. Strong school
attendance supports a lifetime of healthy habits and productivity.
A principal’s new year wish…I wish you wellness and happiness. Please never be too busy to talk to your
children about their school day and the friends they are making. Never be too busy to check your child’s cell
phone. I wish you the opportunities to quiet the house, read a good book nightly, and share laughter and
smiles. I wish you only the very best life has to offer. Together, we can make great things happen for
children and create better tomorrows. Together we can make all our wishes come true. Thank you for letting
me be your principal. With sincere Husker Love,
Principal,
Jim Stang

Important Safety Notice:
For your child’s safety, you must call the elementary office by 2:30 pm if you need to get a message to your
child(ren) before the end of the day or when changing transportation plans. Without prior notice, written or
phone call, all children will be expected to follow their routine transportation plan.

If you are visiting school and plan to go past the office to eat lunch with your child or visit your child’s
classroom, please make sure to have your driver's license with you. Ms. Christy, or other office staff, will
swipe your driver’s license to ensure all visitors are safe to enter school.

Free and Reduced Lunch Applications – Your Participation Helps ALL Students:
I encourage our Husker families to go online and look through the Free and Reduced application and
information, even if you plan to pay the regular lunch prices. Holdingford School District has about 24% of
our students qualifying for free/reduced lunch. This is much lower than other schools in the area and I am
guessing there are families attending our school that would qualify and could use the financial assistance.
Free and Reduced Lunch forms are available online at http://www.isd738.org/freereduced-application.html.
If you are not able to access forms online, please feel to contact Jan Notch, at 320-746-4328, for paper forms
and information. Or call me, I will not have all the answers but would love to help your family.

Calendar/Student Handbook
During Open House, each family should have received an Elementary Calendar in your child’s green folder.
Thank you PTA for providing the green Husker High Five take home folders. Please set aside some quiet
time for your family to go over school expectations and rules. Please note, our student handbook was
included with your online registration forms. Thank you for your time, help, and support.

Special Thanks to Our OUTSTANDING PTA:
I’d like to commend our local PTA membership for the time, energy, and support given to help us prepare for
our 2022-2023 school year and Open House. Our annual PTA fall fundraiser will be kicked off September
16th in the elementary gym. Money raised each fall goes to student-centered activities such as field trips,
purchasing new technology for classrooms, and other child-centered causes. Thank you for supporting our
staff and students. Your generosity and efforts mean the world to us! Please step up...join up..and help
out! Our PTA rocks!

Busing:
As we start the school year, be sure to review the busing guidelines and expectations with your children.
Remember, riding the bus is a privilege, not a right. Students are expected to follow the same behavioral
standards while riding the bus, as are expected in their classroom and on school grounds. Thank you for your
support.

Notes from our Preschool-6 grade social worker, Emily Simon:
Hello all! My name is Emily Simon and I am so excited to be at Holdingford Elementary this year as the new
School Counselor, working with Pre-K to 6th grade. I am a Licensed K-12 School Counselor with a
Bachelor's degree in Sociology and Masters in School Counseling from SCSU. I live in Albany with my
husband and two children (4th grade and 7th grade). I love reading and staying current in my field, and I
truly love my job as school counselor! I work with students individually and in small groups on:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Identifying, expressing, and managing emotions
Developing positive self-talk, a growth mindset, and optimism
Developing empathy for others and friendship
Coping with anxiety and stress
Impulse control and anger management
Assertiveness and Personal Safety
Teasing & Bullying Prevention and Response
Social Skills

● Conflict Resolution
● Changes in the family/Grief & Loss

SETTING THE STAGE: IDEAS TO HELP YOUR CHILD HAVE A
SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL YEAR
As the school year begins, here are some ideas to help make it a successful one for both you and your child:
● Be Prepared to Address First Day Jitters: If your child is nervous about starting a new school year,
listen to their concerns and empathize with them. Provide reminders of the positives, such as seeing
old friends, meeting new classmates, shopping for new clothes or supplies, etc. Then, set the stage for
success by creating a routine that ensures that your child gets enough sleep, eats a healthy breakfast,
and has their bag packed with the needed supplies.
● Get Involved: Engage your child academically by being involved in homework time and asking
questions about the school day. When you show your child that you are interested and find these
things important, the excitement can be contagious
● Use Reinforcement: Offer rewarding activities and praise (high fives, hugs, and positive feedback)
after a set amount of homework time. Breaking homework time into shorter chunks with smaller
rewards can also be highly beneficial, especially for younger children and/or children who have a
difficult time sustaining attention.
● Celebrate Effort Over Outcome: Provide praise for hard work and persisting through difficult
activities. This will help to foster the necessary lifelong skills of perseverance and grit in your child.
● Let Them Make Mistakes: No one is perfect and it is important that every child learns that from a
young age. Mistakes are how we learn. Allowing your child to make mistakes will provide them with
an opportunity to learn what they need to do differently next time and also see that they can recover
from setbacks.
● Create an Allied Relationship with Your Child’s Teacher: Help your child to see that you and the
teacher are on the same team. Communication between home and school is important to help
demonstrate that all adults are working together to promote success.
Adapted from the following: Nemours KidsHealth.Org Back to School (August 2018) and Child Mind Institute How to Help Your
Child Get Motivated in School (2021)

SEL Home Connection
Moving Beyond "How Was Your Day?"
Instead of asking “How was your day?” try this:
Ask your child to share a Rose, a Thorn, and a Bud.
Rose: A highlight, success or something positive that happened
Thorn: A challenge or something they need help with
Bud: New ideas that have bloomed or something they are looking forward to learning or experiencing.
Make sure to invite each family member to share.

CONNECT WITH YOUR COUNSELOR!
If you have concerns about your child's social-emotional needs and would like your child to meet with me,
please feel free to contact me by phone or email:

Holdingford Elementary
Emily Simon (Pre-K - 6)
320-746-4496
emily.simon@isd738.org

School Wide Positive Behavior and Supports:
Our PBIS 2022-2023 school year theme is “Huskers Grow Together.” As a staff we talked about how
important it is to teach and master the idea of teamwork, collaboration, creativity, respect, and responsibility.
Thank you for always supporting our school’s values and helping us create a culture of academic excellence
and a school where every child is accepted and feels unique, special, and belongs!
Husker High Five Student Compact:
We are very excited to begin a new year at Holdingford Elementary and welcome a new class of
Kindergarteners! With new students and returning students it’s always a good time of the year to review our
set of expectations that help keep our school safe and orderly.
You will soon see our Husker High Five student compact come home with your child. The compact includes
a matrix guideline for parents to be informed of expected school wide behaviors. It is our hope that parents
will help us teach and talk about being Ready, Respectful and Responsible in our non-structured areas such
as the hallway, cafeteria, playground, school bus, and restrooms. Thank you for your support.

Important Dates:
September 28th K-6 Picture Day
October 28th Open School 10 am Elementary Media Center. Please visit our school! Eat Lunch! Enjoy
GREAT students and staff!!!!!
October 10th and 11th ECFE Picture Day
October 16th PTA Fundraiser Kick Off

Fall Conferences October 17th and 18th. Please note the early release time of 1:15 each day.

Save the Dates: Show your Husker Spirit! Homecoming Week is September 26-30!
Volleyball Home Thursday, September 29 th vs Eden Valley
Girls Swimming Tuesday 27 Sauk Centre
Football Home Friday, September 30th vs Sauk Centre

Save the date for our Scholastic Book, Fair Monday, October 10 th – 19th. I
love our school and our fall book fair!

Fire Prevention 2022! Thank you Holdingford Fire and Rescue for all you
do to keep us Fire Safe and for taking such good care of our community and
school.
October 11th, 6:00-7:30 pm. Tour the hall and join the fun!

