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WINTER  2021-2022 

Please congratulate Dan Talberg, Lauren Volkers, John 
Roberts and Gena Larson on being selected as this year's 
LEEA winners! The teachers were nominated by their 
colleagues for being outstanding educational leaders. 
October 13th they were honored at an award ceremony. 
Holdingord staff, you got it right by nominating these 
individuals - congratulations Dan, Lauren, John and 
Gena and thank you for being exceptional Huskers!  

Holdingford Schools:  

PO Box 250 

320-746-2221 

www.isd738.org 

Follow us on Facebook 

@HoldingfordPublicSchools 
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Russ Wolter 

Administration     

Chris Swenson, Superintendent 

Angela Safran, High School Principal 

Jim Stang, Elementary Principal 
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Holdingford Elementary and Secondary are looking for talented, 
passionate, and best for children substitute teachers and 
paraprofessionals.  Please contact Linda Zapzalka at 320-746-
4307 or by email linda.zapzalka@isd738.org. 

We are also looking for 2 full time classroom teacher substitutes.  
Successful applicants need a Minnesota Teaching License.   

 
Join our Husker learning community and help us be better/BEST 

for children and families!   

mailto:linda.zapzalka@isd738.org
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Superintendent News 
 

Greetings from Holdingford Public School! It has been a very busy start to the school year and things are off 
to a great start.  
  
Our fall activities are as busy as ever. The volleyball, football, swimming/diving, and cross country teams 
have been hard at work and are gearing up for postseason play. Good luck to all! The fall play cast/crew are 
putting the final touches on their production of ñThe Drowsy Chaperoneò. I am looking forward to this and 
encourage you all to take in one of the performances. The curtain will go up on Friday, October 29th at 7:00 
PM, twice on Saturday, October 30th at 2:00 PM and 7:00 PM, and Sunday, October 31st  at 2:00 PM.  
  
Holdingford School is looking for a few parent volunteers to attend the Worldôs Best Workforce Committee 
meeting. The meeting will be held at a yet to be determined date in November. The meeting will review the 
goals from the last year and shouldnôt be a terribly long meeting. If you are interested in being a possible 
member, please contact Linda Zapzalka (746-4307) at the school. 
  
We are midway through the 1st quarter and while things are going great, we are being stretched to great 
lengths due to the shortage of subs across the board. We have a variety of positions available and flexible tim-
ing, if you have any interest in learning about the different opportunities available, please contact Linda at the 
number listed above.  
  
As we near the end of fall, I hate to remind you that winter is just around the corner. Minnesota weather is 
sometimes difficult to predict; it is essential that parents/guardians anticipate and prepare for school closings, 
delayed openings, and early dismissals.  The area public school districts follow a coordinated plan to better 
ensure the safety of our children.  The National Weather Service and other forecasting agencies issue various 
winter weather statements, watches, and warnings.  We use these statements to determine if weather condi-
tions may cause a late start, full day cancellation or an early dismissal from school. As always the safety of 
our students and staff is our prime concern. If cancellations/dismissals are needed, please pay attention to our 
SkyAlert announcements, local TV and Radio, and Facebook for the latest news.   
  
In recent years we have begun to prepare for the option of 
using at home learning days on some bad weather days. 
This has been made possible by the increased number of 
chromebooks for our students and the teachers work in 
preparing Blizzard Bags. If the district chooses to enact a 
distance learning day on a snow day parents will be noti-
fied. It is not our intent to use this option on every snow 
day as we believe it is ok for students to have a snow day 
sometimes as well.  
 
Chris Swenson, Superintendent  
Holdingford Public School 
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A huge and heartfelt thank you to all of our families for getting this school year off to a great start!  The 
teachers at HHS have high expectations for their students and I am impressed by the way our students have 
met and even exceeded those expectations. Please congratulate your child on a great start to the school year! 
 
Holdingford High School continues to be a PBIS school which is our school-wide positive behavior program. 
Our mantra, Husker Strong, asks students to be Respectful, Responsible, and Healthy.  Students who meet our 
behavior expectations are given a Husker slip, which enters them into a weekly drawing for prizes. Be sure to 
ask your child if he/she has been entered in the drawing or to see if he/she has won any prizes? Being Husker 
Strong starts at home. Thank you for reinforcing respectful, responsible, and healthy behaviors.  
 
Thank you for supporting our school. I am proud to be your high 
school principal.  
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
me at 746-4309. 
 
Submitted by: Angela Safran  
Holdingford Secondary Principal 
 

High School News 

Thank you! 

Holdingford High School was the lucky recipi-
ent of Affinity Plus Federal Credit Unionôs 
Paying it Forward Day.  Thank you to Janelle 
Notsch and her co-workers at Affinity Plus 
Federal Credit Union for providing a wonder-
ful lunch for the staff at HHS. Additionally, 
the team at Affinity Plus donated many items 
to our PBIS prize basket, hygiene items for 
our student pantry, and will help with painting 
projects in our life skills classroom. Thank you 
to Affinity Plus Federal Credit Union for your 
generous donations!  

******HELP NEEDED******   
 
The Post Prom Committee is in need of 
Junior/Senior Parents to help organize 
this year's Post Prom. Those interested 
can reach out by emailing holdingford-
postprom@gmail.com.   We look for-
ward to hearing from you!  
 

Many hands make light work! 



5 

Attention Senior Parents 
 

*Senior pictures and baby pictures need to be submit-
ted to Mrs. Wolford by December, 1st. All pictures 
need to be submitted digitally, through email. Please 
send pictures to: tara.wolford@isd738.org. Should you 
have a delay in your pictures, please email her as soon 
as possible. 

 

*Yearbook recognition ads for seniors are a great way 
for parents, families, and friends to commemorate stu-
dent achievement and important milestones. If you are 
interested in creating an ad for your senior please do so 
by January, 17th 2022 reach out to Mrs. Wolford for 
more information.  

Seniors: Apply for a Holdingford Scholarship Endowment Fund Scholarship!   

Dear Seniors, 

Whatever type of education you pursue ï community or technical college, a certificate program, or a four-
year university ï the Holdingford community is here to 
support you! 

Each year, the Holdingford Scholarship Endowment 
Fund awards scholarships to senior students based on 
school and community involvement, leadership skills 
and post-secondary education plans. All you have to do 
is submit a well-formed, quality application. Donôt 
leave money on the table! 

This spring, take the time to apply for our scholarship. 
Your community is ready to support you!  

For the 2022 application and deadline information, 
watch for information in Google Classroom or go to 
www.holdingfordscholarship.org.  

 

Yearbooks! 
 

*Order your studentôs yearbook right away! 
Yearbooks can be purchased only online by 
going to jostensyearbooks.com.  

All yearbook orders need to be placed by Feb-
ruary, 21st, 2022. No extra copies will be or-
dered so be sure to place an order before the 
deadline. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.holdingfordscholarship.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cmvos%40stcloudstate.edu%7C9896ad3f5fa74c5c4c6508d81dee1f14%7C5011c7c60ab446ab9ef4fae74a921a7f%7C0%7C0%7C637292255860762315&sdata=2Zw5ZbzS%2FfGzzL
http://jostensyearbooks.com/
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Seasonôs Greetings Husker Family!   
  
 I am thrilled to share that the start of the 2021 school year has been filled with beautiful smiles, friendship, 
collaboration, hard work, and excitement to learn.   I can honestly say, if our student body were fishéthey 
would all be keepers!  I love our school, students, families, and staff.  A huge Husker thank you to the count-
less families, community members and businesses that support our school.   You help us build better tomor-
rows and strong, positive children that know the value of hard work, good character, and integrity.  Keep up 
the FANTASTIC work kids!  I am proud of you!  I love being your principal. 
  
I would also like to thank our dedicated and helpful PTA, our top notch teaching staff, and simply the BEST 
special education teaching and paraprofessional support staff. You work tirelessly and selflessly to ensure 
every child feels welcomed, is safe, and engaged in their learning.  
It is crazy to think November is just around the corner.  Each and every day with children is a blessing.  We 
learn together, laugh together, and help each other out.  Thank you for sticking by us.  Thank you for support-
ing us.  Thank you for helping us make the start of the school year feel special and exciting.  You continue to 
help us write our story during challenging and uncertain times.  
  
Husker FamilieséThank you for sharing your children with us. Thank you for supporting our teaching staff, 
and taking time each night to do homework and practice reading with your children. Your support means the 
world to us.  Thank you for teaching that a hard work ethic, good old fashion grit, and Husker kindness will 
lead the way to academic success, life success and healthy, happy friendships! Thank you for teaching the 
importance of being truthful, and modeling how to give a sincere apol-
ogy. When families and schools work together, the sky's the limit! 
  
Submitted by Jim Stang, Elementary Principal 

Elementary News 

 Healthy Husker Backpack Program 
Dear Parents and/or Guardian(s): 
 
If you may need additional support making sure your child 
eats healthy on the weekends during the school year, please 
read on.  
 
In the past few years, Holdingford received a generous do-
nation to help us start up a backpack program for students 
and families who may need support in feeding their children 
on weekends during the school year. This program provides 
a bag of non-perishable items for your child to eat over the 
weekend. Every Friday afternoon (or the last day of school 
for the week), a bag of food will be placed in your childôs 
backpack (confidentially and inconspicuously) to be 
brought home for the weekend. 
 
 If you would like your child to participate in this program 
or if you would like to know more about this program 
please contact: 
 
Carrie Drew 
Elementary School Social Worker 
320-746-4496 
carrie.drew@isd738.org 
 

Katie Ficker 
Middle/High School  
Social Worker 
320-746-4495 
katie.ficker@isd738.
org  

mailto:carrie.drew@isd738.org
Katie%20Ficker
Katie%20Ficker
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Husker Homecoming! 
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PTA Book Fair Fundraiser 
 

Holdingford American Legion 
Post 211 

Open Thursdayï Saturday 
5pm-1am 
Sundays 4pm-12am 
 
Bar Bingo Thursdays,  
September to April 7:30pm 

The Store of St. Anna 
320-356-7878 

 
GASï GROCERY-BAIT-

TACKLE 
 

Hot ready to eat sandwiches! 

Good Luck Huskers! 
From Bill & the Gang at 

Holdingford Municipal 
320-746-2264 

 
Proud Sponsor of Husker Athletics 
Bingo Wednesday Evenings 7pm 
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Community Education 

Pictured Left:  
3rd & 4th 
Grade Flag 
Football 

Pictured Right:  
4thð6th Grade Volleyball 

Pictured Left:  
5th & 6th Grade  
Tackle Football 

Pictured Right:  
1stð3rd Grade  
Volleyball 

�³Do you know what my favorite 
part of the game is?  The oppor-
tunity to play�´ 
 
Mike Singletary 


